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A LEVELS 

What are A Levels? 

Short for Advanced Level, Alevels come after GCSEs. They usually focus on academic subjects, 

compared to vocational qualifications like BTECs and NVQs, which are more practical. There are 

several different A-level subjects on offer – some will be subjects that you studied at GCSE and others 

may be new. We offer a selection of A levels which are detailed within this booklet. 

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS 

What are Cambridge Technicals? 

Cambridge Technicals are vocational qualifications that are designed to give a work-focused alternative 

to A-Levels.  They have been designed to give you opportunities to demonstrate and develop the 

practical application of knowledge and understanding in the areas of work that appeal to you. This will 

enable you to develop your research skills as you work, both independently and with peers, to 

progress through your qualifications. 

Who are they for? 

Cambridge Technicals are suitable for students aged 16+ who are in further education. They are 

available at Level 2 and Level 3, so they can follow on from GCSEs. 

Why choose them? 

If you prefer to learn in a way that is practical and work-related, then Cambridge Technicals are ideal. 

The great thing about them is that they keep your options open – so if you are not fully convinced that 

a vocational way of learning is right for you, Cambridge Technicals keep the door open for a move to 

higher education further down the line. 

BTEC 

What are BTECs? 

BTECs are general vocational courses, and are more specialised than applied GCSEs or A Levels.  BTECs 

focus on an area of work. This can be a broad work with subjects such as Heath and Social Care or 

Business.   

Who are they for? 

BTECs are  suitable for students aged 16+ who are in further education. They are available at Level 2 

and Level 3, so they can follow on from GCSEs. 

Why choose them? 

If you prefer to learn in a way that is practical and work-related, then BTECs are ideal. The great thing 

about them is that they keep your options open – so if you are not fully convinced that a vocational 

way of learning is right for you, BTECs keep the door open for a move to higher education further 

down the line. 

UCAS Tariffs are used to determine the grades  you should achieve in your A Levels/Level 3 courses to 

gain entry into university.  The tariffs have changed for entry  from 2017, so please ensure that you 

look at the tariffs for your year of entry into university. 

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/545/What-are-vocational-qualifications%3F


 

 

         UCAS POINTS TARIFF  

Qualification & Grade Tariff 

A Level grade A* 56 

A Level grade A 48 

A Level grade B 40 

A Level grade C 32 

A Level grade D 24 

A Level grade £ 16 

Qualification & Grade Tariff 

AS level grade A 20 

AS level grade B 16 

AS level grade C 12 

AS level grade D 10 

AS level grade E 6 

Qualification  D* D M P 

OCR Cambridge Technical Introductory Diploma 56 48 30 16 

OCR Cambridge Technical Certificate 28 24 16 8 

Pearson BTEC Subsidiary Diploma (QCF) 56 48 30 16 

Pearson BTEC Certificate (QCF) 28 24 16 8 



 

 
 

PATHWAYS 

Level 3 - The A Level route 

Students who achieve 7 or more at a higher pass level (grade 5 and above) including English 

Language are encouraged to opt for this route of study 

These are courses studied over 2 years, and involve completing an A-Level assessments at the end of 

Year 12 (see notes on A Level Reform). Assessment can be examination or coursework based. A Levels 

are offered in a wide range of subjects as outlined on the following pages.  

Level 3 - The BTEC / Cambridge Technicals Route 

Students who achieve no more than 5 at a higher pass level (grade 5 or above) including English 

Language are encouraged to opt for this  route of study 

These are vocational qualifications in which you develop deep, specialist, practical skills and 

understanding.  BTEC’s / Cambridge Technicals  are offered in a wide range of subjects as outlined on 

the following pages.  

 

If you are considering opting for Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics or Psychology at A level, please 

be aware that the minimum GSCE grade requirement to study these subjects is a grade 5. 

NB.  All subjects are offered and options invited on the understanding that the constraints of teaching staff, rooms and 

equipment may necessitate the cancellation of a course or limits being placed on the number of students who may take a 

course  

 

Level 2 - The One Year Route—Bridging Course 

Students who do not achieve 5 at a higher pass level (grade 5 and above) are encouraged to opt for 

this  route of study 

Students following this pathway are often those who have just missed out on meeting our entry 

criteria to study level 3 and who want to use this as a ‘bridging’ year towards achieving that goal. 

Students will all study BTEC Business Level 2,  Cambridge Technicals course in Sport , Extended Project 

Qualification and alongside (where appropriate) resits in GCSE English and/or Mathematics. Successful 

completion of these courses will mean that you will be able to enrol on the vocational route the 

following year, or be better prepared to get a job.  

 

A  wide range of subjects are offered as outlined on the following pages.  

 



   

Subject 
Faculty 

  

Teacher 

  

Exam 

Board 

BTEC/A-Level / Cambridge 

Technical 

Art 
Expressive Arts 

Mr Reynolds OCR A level 

Biology 
Science 

Ms Taylor OCR A level 

Business 
Humanities 

Mr Thomas Edexcel Cambridge Technicals 

Level 2/ 3 

Chemistry 
Science 

Ms Taylor OCR A level 

Creative Digital 

Media Humanities 

Ms Kalirai Edexcel BTEC Level 3 national 

diploma 

Drama 

Expressive Arts 

Miss Wilson 

- McIntosh 

AQA A level 

Dance 
Expressive Arts 

Mrs Cornish Edexcel BTEC Level 3 national 

diploma 

English Literature 
English 

Mr Francis AQA A Level 

Mathematics 
Mathematics 

Mr Naiken  Edexcel A Level 

Spanish 
Humanities 

Mr Gifford Edexcel A Level 

History 
Humanities 

Ms Baker AQA A Level 

Music 
Expressive Arts 

Mr Wright Edexcel BTEC Level 3 national 

diploma 

Religious Studies 
Humanities 

Mrs Allen OCR A Level 

Sports and Physi-

cal Activity 
Expressive Arts 

  

Miss Nagle 

OCR Cambridge Technicals 

Level 2/ 3 

Physics 
Science 

Ms Taylor OCR A level 

Fashion 
Expressive Arts 

Mrs McKen-

zie 

OCR A Level 

Health and 

Social Care Humanities 

Mrs Bailey OCR Cambridge Technicals 

Level 2/ 3 



Media Production  

Creative Digital Media Production 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 

QAN Code: 601/7467/5 

Subject Teacher: Miss Kalirai 

This subject will appeal to students who are interested in working in film, television, music, publishing or advertising.  

What are the aims of the course? 
The qualification provides a coherent introduction to the study of creative digital media production at this level. You will 
develop an understanding of the media industry through analysing media representations and pitching and producing media 
projects. It is designed for post-16 students who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly in 
the Media Industries, as part of a programme of study alongside other BTEC Nationals or A Levels. 

Why study Media? 
You will receive one academic theory based assignment each year, this course lays a greater emphasis on the acquirement of 
practical skills useful for the work force. This is a practical skills based course where you get to learn about the planning, 
creation and editing of film and television. You will get the chance to learn how to use DV cameras, tripods and Apple Macs/ 
Adobe Premiere on the PCs for editing. 

What does it involve? 
The course is a 360 guided learning hour (GLH) course over two academic years: 

You will have to take three mandatory units: Media Representations (on screen exam); pre-production portfolio and 
responding to a commission (set and marked by the exam board) and one optional unit: Film Production (Fiction)  http://

qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/creative-digital-media-production-2016.html 

How is it assessed? 
There are two external assessments; a two hour onscreen set and marked by Pearson worth 80 marks and a task set by 
Pearson and completed under supervised conditions consisting of two parts worth 75 marks 

Grading for units and qualifications Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction, Merit, Pass and Unclassified. All 
mandatory and optional units contribute proportionately to the overall qualification grade, for example a unit of 120 GLH wil l 
contribute double that of a 60 GLH unit. There is no unit grade of D*. For external units only a grade of N may be awarded for 
students not gaining enough marks for a P grade.  Qualifications in the suite are graded using a scale of P to D*. 

Why is it a useful qualification? 
This course is suitable for those who wish to work in television or film or the interactive media industries. 

Subject combinations may include: 
This course effectively complements subjects such as Drama, English Literature, Business, French, Psychology or Sociology. 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/creative-digital-media-production-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/creative-digital-media-production-2016.html
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