
 
 

 

 

 
 

KING SOLOMON INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS SCHOOL 

THE CHRONICLE 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
I am sure that you will appreciate that our staff are 
working extremely hard in challenging circumstances 
to reduce risk to students, families and themselves. At 
the same time, we are trying to deliver the best 
education possible. We have had to resort to on-line 
assemblies and meetings but please appreciate that 
we are constantly reviewing our systems and 
processes and will make every attempt to update you. 
 

As we progress through this term we are planning 
some creative opportunities and interventions for 
students. We are entering national competitions, 
attending live performances and seeking access to the 
Commonwealth Games for our most deserving and 
hardworking students. 
 

I hope that you enjoy this lively edition of The 
Chronicle.   
                               

Best wishes  
                                                              

Mrs I. Abrahams                 
 
 

Mrs. I Abrahams  
Executive Head Teacher 
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Mrs. H Kent 
Head of Primary 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had a great start to this half term!  The children and staff have been embedding our new 
routines.  The children enter the classrooms, settle quickly, and complete the Do Now task. The buzz 
during Reading for Pleasure is fantastic to see and hear!  Staff members are getting into character and 
the children are wide eyed and listening carefully. Learning is happening inside and outside of the 
classroom. Look at the pictures attached, great teaching, great learning! 
 
We look forward to many exciting events this half term.   Class Dojo is growing from strength to strength 
there are many things to share and celebrate. We are very proud of our King Solomon Family. 
 
Are you or any members of your local community looking for a Reception Place in 2022 (4 - 5 years old)? 
Please share our successes and spread the word. We are very happy to arrange a Covid safe tour. 
 
God bless, 
 

Mrs H Kent 

 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths) 
 

We kicked this academic year off with a science competition 

themed around International Space Week. We had a special 

assembly to launch a week of home learning activities. We focused 

on the amazing impact women have had in STEAM. 

 

 

From Mary Jackson, 

NASA’s first Black 

female engineer, to 

Mae Jamison, the 

first African-

American women in space.  

 

At the end of the week a team of judges choose from some 

beautiful and inspiring work, Ty-Ray in Year 1 was selected as the 

winner. He will receive tickets for himself and his family to attend 

The Think Tank. 
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What is STEAM? 
STEAM is the abbreviation for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art & Math. It’s 
an integrated approach to learning that 
encourages students to think more broadly 
about real-world problems. 
 
This interdisciplinary approach has helped 
create innovations like the iPhone, the 
original laptop computer, and is 
even revolutionizing cooking in third world 
countries, and improving air quality as a 
result. 
It helps students: 

 Ask questions 
 Connect the dots 
 Problem solve 
 Think creatively 
 Be innovative 
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Together, we can keep every child safe online.  
(https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/) 

 

 
 

It may feel daunting to talk about staying 

safe online – especially when your children 

are using the internet differently to you. We 

have advice and support to help: 

Free online safety resources 

From setting up parental controls to advice on 

sexting, online games and video apps, we can help 

you to understand the risks and keep your child safe. 

Read our guides below. 

Start a conversation about online safety 

We have advice about how to start talking to your 

child about online safety and how to make sure they 

know they can turn to you about anything that 

worries them. 

Book a free online safety webinar 

The NSPCC are offering free webinars for groups of 

parents and carers, making it easy for you to keep 

your family safe online. Email us to book your place. 

Reviews of 80+ apps and platforms on Net 

Aware 

Get expert risk ratings and age recommendations on 

our reviewed apps, sites and games. We provide a 

safety and support rating to help parents make 

informed decisions. Visit NetAware. 

Worried or need some advice?  

Whatever your worry, our helpline is here to 

help. Call us on 0808 800 5000, 

email help@nspcc.org.uk or fill in our online form to 

get advice and support from safeguarding experts. 

 
 
Home activity packs for 4-5 year olds 
(thinkuknow.co.uk) 
  
Home activity packs for 5-7 year olds 
(thinkuknow.co.uk) 
  
Home activity packs for 8-10 year olds 
(thinkuknow.co.uk) 
  
Home activity packs for 11-13 year olds 
(thinkuknow.co.uk) 
  
Home activity packs for teens aged 14+ 
(thinkuknow.co.uk) 
 
 
 
 

  

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
mailto:parentworkshops@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
tel:08088005000
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/link/3e4febc8083e4a99b3cd986b98735597.aspx
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/early-years/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/early-years/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/5-7s/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/5-7s/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/8-10s/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/8-10s/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/11-13s/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/11-13s/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/14-plus/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/home-activity-worksheets/14-plus/
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WHAT BUILDS READING FLUENCY?  

Reading is a complex process. Good readers are able to do several things simultaneously, which poorer 
readers struggle with. We all know what a ‘good reader’ sounds like, they read at a constant speed, 
with intonation, expression, and a joy of reading. There is a performative element in what they do if 
they are reading aloud. They are able to infer, predict and have a deep understanding of what they 
have read. Getting to this point is a long process that takes time, effort, and practice. 

In order to be able to read fluently, you need to be able to: 

IDENTIFY OR DECODE WORDS RAPIDLY (Automaticity). 

 Some of these words are called ‘common exception words’ or ‘high frequency words’ words. 

 These are words that child have to learn because they cannot ‘sound them out’. 

  Words like what; there; said; they; are not said in the way they are written.  

 Children need to LEARN these words and read them rapidly for fluency.  

 The importance of being able to rapidly recognise these words cannot be overestimated. 

 

PHONICS   

There are 44 sounds in standard English. What makes reading complex is that some sounds can be 
written in many different ways – for example the ‘ay’ sound in the word STAY could also be written as: 

a-e as in brave   /ai as in paid/ ea as in break /ey as in obey/ 

eigh as in eight / aigh as in straight 

Children need to learn the different ways in which sounds can be made and the conventions that go 
with them, so that over time they will learn which one is the most likely one they will need to use in 
their writing. Helping your child with phonics (correctly) would be one of the ways in which to help 
them build fluency.                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Although the English language contains millions of words, over 50 per cent of all text 
is composed of the first 100 high Frequency words. A child knowing the first 100 high 

frequency words will know approximately 50% of children’s literature. A child knowing 
the first 200 high frequency words will therefore be able to recognise the majority of 

words in children’s literature. The first 300 words make up 65% of all written material 
contained in newspaper articles, magazines, textbooks, children's stories, novels, and 
more. So, it makes sense to teach these words as soon as possible to improve a child’s 

reading ability”. Dyslexia Centre 
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SYNTAX and READING FOR MEANING   

“Syntax refers to a system that indicates how the words can be put together, so as to make a 
sentence”. 

The whole point and purpose of reading is not to decode or use phonics skills or to read quickly but to 
DERIVE MEANING i.e., to comprehend what you read. As children read, we need to build-in rich 
conversations about what they are reading. To expand their understanding of the book and make links 
into the wider world.   

Building Fluency requires all these elements to work in tandem:  

1. Being able to recognise common exception/high frequency words rapidly so that 

they require ‘little cognitive attention’ (Allington). 

2. Using phonics effectively to read words which are decodable. 

3. Using knowledge about how we say things, the order of sentences (syntax) to help 

us work out what the next word is likely to be.  

4. Vocabulary and word study to build knowledge about words over time. 

5. Using context clues i.e., what the story/text is about to predict what is likely to 

come next as we read. If the story is about a cat, it isn’t suddenly going to be about 

a car – meaning focused. 

6. Having fluency modelled by adults or more capable peers/siblings. 

7. Reading for mastery/performance – for instance to perform a poem or a play. To 

read to a class.  

8. Children should have opportunities to re-read simple texts many many times in 

the early years/or if they are struggling older readers. 

9. Books should be careful matched to reading levels.  

10. They should have opportunities to learn poems/plays for performance throughout 

primary.  

Finally, and essentially – children are interested and excited about what we as 
adults/teachers show interest and excitement in. If YOU value READING, children will 
also value it.  

Mrs. Wales 
As part of the schools support for the 

Armed Forces. We will be Signing the 

Armed Forces Covenant on 10 

November. We will be holding a minute’s 

silence across the school 11am on the 11 

November.  
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Ms. P Sprigg 
Head of Secondary 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear Parent/Carers, 
We hope that you have all had a wonderful half term break! We have welcomed back our 
pupils and have reminded them of all our standards set prior to the half term holiday. It 
has been so nice speaking to pupils in different year groups about their half term 
adventures. Many pupils told me that they were excited to be back at school to see their 
friends and teachers. This was lovely to hear! 
 
As you will see in this issue we are working hard on developing our curriculum. During our 
training day before the holiday staff spent time together in their facility subjects to plan for 
next terms curriculum. It was a wonderful and productive day for all. 
 

Ms. P. Sprigg  

 

COVID-19 Heightened Safety Measures 
 
As a school, the safeguarding of our pupils and staff is our number one priority. Following advice from 
Public Health England, we have heightened our current in school Health and Safety measures. In the 
secondary phase, we have now reintroduced the following measures;  

 Sanitising at the beginning of lessons  

 Optional wearing of masks in corridors and 
lessons 

 Encouragement of thorough hand washing 

 One-way system 

 Staggered break and lunch times (Key Stages) 
 
We would request that if your child displays any 
COVID symptoms that you kindly keep them at home, 
conduct a test and report any positive results to us.  
 
If at any time we request that particular year groups work from home, we would ask that pupils continue 
their learning through the Oaks National Academy and BBC Bitesize lessons and resources / National 
Curriculum and GCSE examination board coverage 
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Behaviour & Playbook Update – Mrs Cornish Assistant Head Teacher of Behaviour 

 

This half term we have worked hard on the student culture and ethos of our school. We have introduced a 
number of playbooks, which clearly identify the expectations for all leaders, teachers and students at given 
times throughout the day. Below are the playbooks (Routines) that have been written and rolled out to all 
students and teachers this half term;  
 
 Morning Line Up  
 Form Time  
 Assembly 
 Start & End of every lesson 
 Break /Lunch Time  
 End of Day  

 
 

We took time out of September’s training day to model the playbooks with teachers and this activity was 

repeated with students on their first day in school. The playbooks are making great impact across the 

school and the school runs with further purpose, which underpins the Fruit of the Sprit.  

 

Below are examples of what the teachers and students think about the playbooks;  

 Morning Line up helps us to be organised and focused for the day, this is a lot better 

than how we use to come into school” (Year 10 male student) 

 We now come into Assembly in silence, this helps us to focus on the key message of 

the assembly (Year 8 Female Student)  

 The morning routines encourages students to wear the correct uniform and improve 

their punctuality as we know it will be checked, this is different than before (Year 11 

Female Student)  

 Behaviour in the classroom has improved greatly. (Teaching staff) 

 Since the playbooks have rolled out this term there has been a huge improvement in 

behaviour from students. All staff are consistent in their expectations and I feel this has 

really strengthened the sense of community across the school. (Head of Department)  
 
 

 

"Routines are the backbone of daily 
classroom life. They facilitate 

teaching and learning…. Routines 
don’t just make your life easier, they 
save valuable classroom time. And 

what’s most important, efficient 
routines make it easier for students 

to learn and achieve more."  

Learning to Teach - Linda Shalaway 
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Reading for Pleasure -  Mrs Kalirai Assistant Head Teacher of Personal Developments 

This half term we have worked collectively to ensure students are gaining a valuable school experience, 
staff have worked tirelessly to instil high standards with high expectations of each and every student. 
Literacy has been promoted through several form time activities which includes a daily ‘Reading for 
pleasure’ activity, this has been delightful for both staff and students to experience and promotes reading 
for enjoyment. Students have benefited from form staff who have read comprehensive stories and text 
and students have commented that they enjoy been read to.  

Here are the books that are students are currently following:  

Year 7 

 

Year 8 

 

Year 9 

 
Year 10 

 

Year 11 

 

  

Use of planners: 

Can we please encourage you to sign your child’s planner and make notes of anything that you would like 
to communicate to the school, also if you can check vital information in terms of rewards and sanctions 
(this will be recorded weekly) see below: 
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The Curriculum at King Solomon  – Mrs Allen Assistant Head Teacher of Curriculum 

 
This half term staff been working on the development of an exciting and ambitious curriculum. Great 

detail and effort has been made to ensure that our curriculum will help students to develop their 

knowledge and engage in their learning.  

School Vision  & Key Principles 
 
Our Vision is ‘Education Excellence & Character Development’. This is underpinned by our school values 
and curriculum drivers. We believe lives will be enriched and be better in every way because they attend 
King Solomon International Business School. We want our staff and pupils to be highly successful and 
proud of our school and the key driver for this ambition and developing their character is our curriculum. 
 
School Values – Our school values are the Fruits of the Spirit. It is the biblical term from the book of 
Galatians that sums up nine attributes of a person or community living in accord with the Holy Spirit. The 
nine attributes are Love, Joy, Peace, Faithfulness, Goodness, Gentleness, Patience, Self- Control & 
Kindness. Our curriculum will encapsulate Love, Joy, Peace. 
 
Curriculum Drivers- The 6 pillars are the Curriculum drivers at King Solomon. The curriculum is designed 
around the six pillars below. We want to empower all pupils to achieve to the best of their ability to 
enable them to be successful in life. 

School Vision & Key Principles 
 
Our Vision is ‘Education Excellence & Character Development’. This is underpinned by our school values 
and curriculum drivers. We believe lives will be enriched and be better in every way because they attend 
King Solomon International Business School. We want our staff and pupils to be highly successful and 
proud of our school and the key driver for this ambition and developing their character is our curriculum. 
 
School Values – Our school values are the Fruits of the Spirit. It is the biblical term from the book of 
Galatians that sums up nine attributes of a person or community living in accord with the Holy Spirit. The 
nine attributes are Love, Joy, Peace, Faithfulness, Goodness, Gentleness, Patience, Self- Control & 
Kindness. Our curriculum will encapsulate Love, Joy, Peace. 
 
Curriculum Drivers- The 6 pillars are the Curriculum drivers at King Solomon. The curriculum is designed 
around the six pillars below. We want to empower all pupils to achieve to the best of their ability to 
enable them to be successful in life. 
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Whole School Attendance 
 

We continue to encourage all of our pupils to 
attend 100% of school days. Heads of Year have 
set challenges for pupils to achieve, for a chance 
to win prizes for their attendance. For a chance 
to win a prize, attendance needs to be 100% for 
each half term.  

Attendance Ladder 

 
The pupil attendance at King Solomon is 
currently at the National Average. Thank you 
for your cooperation and sharing of information 
when your child might not have attended 
school. Please call the Attendance line to 
inform us of any absence or lateness at your 
earliest convenience.  

          Ms A Mullings - Attendance Officer 

Whom to contact in school 

 
If you would like to discuss the behaviour 
or well-being of your child, please see the 
names of our staff members below. 

Year Head of Year/Pastoral 

7 Miss Tuxworth 

8 Miss Hall 

9 Mr Gifford 

10 Mr Buffong (Pastoral) 

11 Miss Nagle 

12/13 Mrs McKenzie (Tutor) 

 

 

This year our senior staff members have 
responsibility for differing areas of school 
improvement. 

 Ms Kalirai - Personal Development 

 Mr Naiken - Teaching and Learning 

 Mrs Allen - Curriculum 

 Mrs Cornish – Behaviour 
 
 

 

Senior Secondary Staff Roles 

Next Steps for Autumn 2 Term 

 We will be looking at the making our 
Curriculum groupings more fluid. This 
will allow movement and flexibility in 
our lessons. 

 We will be renaming our teaching 
groups so that the school values are 
extended into the curriculum. We will 
update you on this 

 An exciting relaunch of the Library 
space. Watch for updates 

Whats New 

We have eight Year 10 pupils who will be 
taking part in the Forward Thinking 
programme in partnership with the 
University of Birmingham. Pupils will have 
designed for them a bespoke academic 
activities and receive 10 weeks of academic 
mentoring from a student mentor from the 
university. 
I know the students will really benefit 
from this experience and opportunity.  
Well done year 10 
 
 



 

 

 

Notices  

Year 7  Well done to 7 Love 94% who currently have the highest attendance in Year 7  

Year 8  Well done to 8 Love 91.9% who currently have the highest attendance in Year 8  

Year 9  Well done to 9 Love 93.8% who currently have the highest attendance in Year 9  

Year 10  Well done to 10 Joy 93.5% who currently have the highest attendance in Year 10 

 Parent consultation Evening Year 10 – 18th November 2021  

Year 11  Well done to 11 Love 92.9% who currently have the highest attendance in Year 11  

 

Secondary Dates for the Diary 

 Children in Need – 19th November 2021 

 Assessment weeks - This academic year our assessment 
weeks will run from 6th  December-16th December. This will be 
for all year groups.  

 Whole School Flu Vaccinations – 9th December 2021 

 Christmas Jumper Day – 10th December 2021  

 Parent consultation Evening Year 10 – 18th November 2021 between 5pm and 7pm. Virtual 
drop in sessions will be available on how to book via SchoolCloud on the 11th November. 

 

   Primary Dates for Next Two Weeks 

 
 

Safeguarding/Online Safety 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email dsl@kingsolomonibs.com 

 

   

Tues 9th Nov Operation Christmas Child  

Wed 10th Nov Signing of Armed Forces Covenant 
11-12,15pn 
 

 

Thurs 11th Nov Remembrance Day (11th) EYFS, YR1 Phonics, YR2 SATS Parent 
Workshops – writing 

Fri 12th Nov Coffee Morning SEND 
 

 

Sat 13th Nov Primary Community Day (including open day for new pupils) 

Weekly Focus 3 National Anti-Bullying Week 
‘One Kind Word’ 

 

Mon 15th Nov World Kindness Day  

Tues 16th Nov Road Safely Week  

Wed 17th Nov  West Indies Class Assembly 

Fri 19th Nov Children in Need Reception 2022 Open Afternoon 2.30 - 
5.30pm 

mailto:dsl@kingsolomonibs.com

