
 
 

 

 
 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills for 

Music 
2020 - 2021 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundation 
Stage 

Listen & Appraise Musical Activities Perform/Share Improvisation Composition 

 Recognise obvious 
changes in sounds 
and take account of 
musical instructions 
e.g. get faster or 
louder 

 Share feelings about a 
piece of music they 
have listen to, watched 
or taken part in 

 Thinks abstractly 
about music and 
expresses this 
physically or verbally 
e.g. “This music 
sounds like 
dinosaurs.” 

 Accurately anticipate 
changes in music, e.g. 
when music is going to 
get faster, louder, 
slower. 

 Listens carefully to the 
sounds around them 
in the environment. 

 Use basic musical 
language 

 Use Charanga music 
scheme 

Games: 

 Recognise and explore how 
sounds can be made  

 Move to the sound of 
instruments, e.g. jumping 
or hopping to the sound 
of a beating drum. 

 Move in time to the pulse of 
the music being listened to 
and physically respond to 
changes in the music, e.g. 
jumping in response to 
loud/sudden changes in the 
music. 

 Replicate familiar 
choreographed dances e.g. 
imitate dances and 
movements associated with 
action songs such as Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and 
Toes. 

Singing: 

 Learn and sing nursery 
rhymes 

 Pitch matches, i.e. 
reproduces with their voice 
the pitch of a tone sung by 
another. 

 Combines moving, singing 
and playing instruments, 
e.g. marching and 
tapping a drum whilst 
singing. 

Instruments: 

 Learn to play a 
percussion instrument 
alongside claves 

 

 Sing and chant as part of a 
group or on their own 

 Sing with and without an 
accompaniment 

 Keep to a steady pulse 

 Keep a steady beat whilst 
playing instruments – their 
own steady beat in their 
creative music making. 

 Tap rhythms to accompany 
words, e.g. tapping the 
syllables of 
names/objects/ 
animals/lyrics of a song. 

 Play along to the beat of the 
song they are singing or 
music being listened to 

 Enjoy performing, solo and or 
in groups 

 Sing entire songs/nursery 
rhymes 

 Able to sing the melodic 
shape (moving melody, 
e.g. up and down, down & 
up) of familiar songs. 

  Sing songs in Collective 
Worship. 

 Nativity Performance 

 End of year Musical 
concert
 

 Respond to music in a 
variety of ways 

 Play along with the 
rhythm in music 

 Play along with the 
lyrics in songs they are 
singing or listening to. 

 Find and record sound 
using recording 
devices. 

 Play instruments 
(including imaginary 
ones such as air 
guitar) to match the 
structure of the music, 
e.g. playing quietly with 
quiet parts within 
music, stopping with 
the music when it 
stops. 

 Create rhythms using 
instruments and 
percussion

 Choreograph own 
dance to familiar 
music, individually, in 
pairs/small groups
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Year 1 

Listen & Appraise Perform/Share Improvisation Composition 

 Listen with concentration and 
respect and respond by 
Marching, clapping, tapping your 
knees, moving to, to find and 
internalise pulse when listening 
to music. 

 Start using basic musical language 
to describe the music you are 
listening to and your feelings 
towards it.( Pulse, rhythm, pitch 
and dynamics) 

 Recognise/identify very simple style 
indicators. Styles include: Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Romantic, 
Classical and 20th Century and 
different instruments used. 

 Other styles include: hip-hop, 
jazz and classical music 

 Use Charanger music scheme 
 

 Learn how to treat your 
instrument with respect and how 
to play it correctly (recorder) 

 understand the importance of 
warming up their voices and to 
establish a good singing 
position. 

 Begin to understand working 
together as part of a group 
and with their friends, 
gradually developing the 
confidence to sing/play an 
instrument alone. sing/play 
with a good sense of simple 
musical terminology (Pulse, 
rhythm, pitch and 
dynamics) 

 Perform/improvise a simple part 
(including compositions I have 
composed ) as required using 
a sound-before-symbol 
approach 

 Learn to stop/start and respond 
to basic musical cues from the 
leader/conductor. 

 Practice, rehearse and present 
performances with some 
awareness of an audience. 

 Christmas Performance 

 Collective worship 

 Go noodle 

 Ability to refer to group 
performances as an ensemble 

 Learn to play the following 
notes D minor and C 

 End of year Musical 
Concert
 

 Explore and create simple 
musical sounds with voices and 
instruments within the context of 
the song being learnt and use 
these skills to work 
independently or as part of a 
team. 

 Begin to understand through 
activity, that when you improvise 
you make up your own tune, 
rhythm or pattern using one or 
two notes or you can sing. 
Leading on to beginning to 
perform your own rhythms and 
melodies with confidence and 
understanding in the group. 

 Use Charanger music scheme 

 Learn to effectively play the 
following notes D minor and C 
whilst adding own 
improvisations 

 

An improvisation is not written 
down or notated. If written down 
in any way or recorded, it 
becomes a composition. 

 Create your own very simple 
melodies (usually in a group 
using one within the context of 
the song that is being learnt. 
 

 Use simple musical terminology 
in the context of composition 
(Pulse, rhythm, pitch and 
dynamics) 

 

 Writing and performing own 
poetry using our own notations 

 

 Use Charanger music scheme 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 2 

Listen & Appraise Perform/Share Improvisation Composition 

 Recognise/identify very simple 
style indicators. Styles include: 
Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, 
Romantic, Classical and 20th 
Century and different instruments 
used. 

 Continue to understand what it 
means to find the pulse. 
Use basic musical language to 
describe the music you are 
listening to and your feelings 
towards it: (pulse, rhythm, pitch 
and dynamics, tempo & timbre) 

 Continue to listen, with 
respect, to other people’s 
ideas and feelings towards 
the music you have listened 
to. 

 Watch a recording of children’s 
performances and/or discuss and 
make helpful and thoughtful 
comments and feedback about 
others. 

 Continue to treat your instrument 
with respect and understand how to 
play it correctly. Play a classroom 
instrument (recorder) as part of a 
group/ensemble and as part of the 
song you are learning. 

 Begin to move between different 
parts as required using a sound- 
before-symbol approach. 

 Continue to work together as part of 
an ensemble/band. Remember the 
importance of starting and ending 
together, trying to follow the 
conductor/band leader. 

 Practice, rehearse and present 
performances of compositions 
with an awareness of audience. 

 Begin to realise that performance 
can influence how music is 
presented. 

 Christmas Performance 

 Collective worship 

 Go noodle 

 Ability to refer to group 
performances as an ensemble 

 Learn to effectively play the 
following musical notes G, E and 
F 

 End of year Musical Concert
 

 Deepen your understanding 
through activity, so that when 
you improvise you make up your 
own tune, rhythm or pattern 
using one or two notes or you 
can sing as part of a group. 

 Continue to create your own 
simple rhythmic patterns that 
lead to melodies in a group or a 
solo situation. 

 Learn to effectively play the 
following musical notes G, E 
and F and make own 
improvisations  

 
 
 

An improvisation is not written 
down or notated. If written down 
in any way or recorded, it 
becomes a composition. 

 Continue to create your own 
very simple melodies (usually in 
a group) within the context of the 
song that is being learnt, using 
two or more notes, increasing to 
three notes if appropriate. 

 Record the composition in any 
way appropriate.  

 Notate music in different ways, 
using graphic/pictorial notation, 
video, ICT. 

 Use and demonstrate simple 
musical terminology in the 
context of composition 
(Pulse, rhythm, pitch and 
dynamics, tempo & timbre) 

 Continue to use graphic 
notations or simply writing the 
melody in any way we will 
remember it. 

 Writing and performing own 
poetry using our own 
notations 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 3 

Listen & Appraise Perform/Share Improvisation Composition 

 Begin to recognise/identify the 
purpose of different styles of music 
and simple style indicators and 
also the different instruments used, 
describing how the music makes 
them feel through safe and 
respectful discussion. 

 Styles include: Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Romantic, 
Classical and 20th Century Styles. 

 Continue to use deepen the 
understanding of correct musical 
language and how it fits into music 
- rhythm patterns, pitch, texture, 
tempo, dynamics, and structure. 

 Find the pulse and deepen 
understanding of what pulse 
means etc. 

 Charanga 
 

 Continue to play a classroom 
instrument (Glockenspiel 
Stage 1) correctly and 
respectfully as part of a 
group/ensemble and as part of 
the song being learnt, playing 
with more knowledge and 
confidence. 

 Play different parts as required 
using pictorial notation and 
continue to respond to basic 
musical cues from the 
leader/conductor. 

 Continue to practice. Rehearse 
and present performances with a 
increased sense of musicality 

 Learn to effectively play the key 
musical notes C, G, E and F 

 Christmas Performance 

 End of year Musical 
Concert
 

 Deepen your understanding 
through activity, so that when you 
improvise you make up your own 
tune, rhythm or pattern using 
notes of different pitches and 
length, or singing as part of a 
group. 

 Continue to create your own 
melodic phrases that combine to 
create a group performance with 
added solos. 

 Learn to effectively play the key 
musical notes C, G, E and F and 
make include own improvisations 
 

An improvisation is not written 
down or notated. If written down 
in any way or recorded, it 
becomes a composition. 

 Continue to create your own 
slightly more complex melodies 
(usually in a group) using notes 
of different pitches and lengths 
within the context of the song that 
is being learnt. 

 Record the composition in any 
way appropriate. Notate music in 
different ways.  

 Use and demonstrate simple 
musical terminology in the 
context of composition 

 

(Rhythm patterns, pitch, 
texture, tempo, dynamics, and 
structure). 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 

Listen & Appraise Perform/Share Improvisation Composition 

 Begin to recognise/identify 
the purpose of different 
styles of music and style 
indicators such as the 
different instruments used, 
describing how the music 
makes them feel through 
safe and respectful 
discussion. 

 Styles include: Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, 
Romantic, Classical and 20th 
Century Styles. 

 Other styles include: ABBA, 
Grime, Beatles, Gospel, 
Classical Romantic, Tango, 
Hip Hop, Early Classical 
Music, 20th Century 
Contemporary Classical 
Music. 

 Accurately use correct 
musical language and how it 
fits into a musical context – 
(rhythm patterns, pitch, 
pulse, texture, tempo, 

dynamics, structure, 
timbre and harmony). 

 Continue to 
realise/understand and show 
how pulse, rhythm and 
pitch fit together. 

Charanga 

 Continue to play a classroom 
instrument (Glockenspiel 
Stage 2) with increasing 
accuracy and as part of a 
group/ensemble with solo parts, 
understanding how pulse, 
rhythm and pitch fits together.

 Play different parts as required 
using pictorial notation and 
continue to respond to basic 
musical cues from the 
leader/conductor.

 Continue to practise. Rehearse 
and present performances with a 
increased sense of musicality, 
demonstrating historic, stylistic 
knowledge and understanding.

 Begin to communicate your 
ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through simple musical 
demonstration.

 Learn to effectively play the 
key musical notes C, G, E, 
A, D, B and F

 Christmas Performance

 End of year Musical Concert
 

 

 Deepen your understanding 
through activity, so that when 
you improvise you make up 
your own tune, rhythm or 
pattern using notes of different 
pitches and length, both with 
instruments and voices.

 Continue to create your own 
melodic phrases that combine 
to create a group performance 
with accurate solo lines.

 Continue to perform your own 
rhythms and melodies with 
confidence and understanding 
in the group. Improvise using 
notes of different pitches, 
length and textures.

 Learn to effectively play 
the key musical notes C, 
G, E, A, D, B and F and 
include own 
improvisations 

An improvisation is not written 
down or notated. If written down 
in any way or recorded, it 
becomes a composition. 

 Compose a section of music that can 
be added to a performance of a song 
using complex melodies, using notes 
of different pitches, length and 
texture.

 Record compositions pictorially and 
begin to use formal notation 
alongside to show the link between 
the two.

 Begin to read and use simple formal 
notation on the staff.

 Use and demonstrate simple musical 
terminology in the context of 
composition
(Rhythm patterns, pitch, pulse, 
texture, tempo, dynamics, 
structure, timbre and harmony). 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 

 

Listen & Appraise 
 

Perform/Share 
 

Improvisation 
 

Composition 

 Begin to recognise/identify the 
purpose of different styles of 
music and style indicators such 
as the different instruments 
used, describing how the music 
makes them feel through safe 
and respectful discussion. 

 Styles include: Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, 
Romantic, Classical and 20th 
Century Styles. 

 Other Styles include: Pop, 
Motown, Country, A Capella 
Music, 
80s Rock, Funk, The Beatles, 
Latin, Early Classical Music, 
20th Century Classical Music, 
Contemporary Classical Music. 

 Continue to use musical 
language and 
realise/understand and show 
how pulse, rhythm and pitch fit 
together. Include tempo, 
dynamics, structure, timbre, 
texture, patterns, harmony, 
notation, crochet, quaver and 
staff if possible. 
Follow Charanga music 
scheme 

 Perform what you have learnt to 
your audience. Play your 
instrument (String, Woodwind 
or Brass), improvise and play 
your compositions as part of this 
performance and with as much 
confidence and accuracy as 
possible.

 Play different parts as required 
using basic formal notation and 
continue to respond to musical 
cues from the leader/conductor.

 Continue to practise, rehearse 
and present performances with 
an increased sense of 
musicality, demonstrating 
historic, stylistic knowledge and 
understanding, using elements 
of the interrelated dimensions of 
music.

 Begin to communicate your 
ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through simple musical 
demonstration and begin to see 
how feelings can be shown 
through musical notation.

 Learn to effectively play the 
key musical notes C, G, E, 
A, D, B and F-sharp

 Christmas Performance

 End of year Musical Concert





 Continue to refine skills of 
improvisation learnt so far.

 Continue to create your own melodic 
phrases that combine to create a 
group performance with accurate 
solo lines, using features from 
different genres of music studied so 
far.

 Continue to perform your own 
rhythms and melodies with 
confidence and understanding in the 
group. Improvise using notes of 
different pitches, length, textures, 
dynamics and timbre.

 Learn to effectively play the 
key musical notes C, G, E, A, 
D, B and F-sharp whilst 
including own improvisations

An improvisation is not written 
down or notated. If written down in 
any way or recorded, it becomes a 
composition. 

 Continue to refine skills of 
composition learnt so far.

 Compose a section of music that 
can be added to a performance of 
a song using complex melodies, 
using notes of different pitches, 
length, textures, dynamics and 
timbre.

 Record compositions pictorially and 
concurrently use formal notation to 
show the link between the two.

 Continue to read and use simple 
formal notation on the staff to 
develop confidence with this.

 Use and demonstrate simple 
musical terminology in the context 
of composition
(Rhythm patterns, pitch, pulse, 
texture, tempo, dynamics, 
structure, timbre, harmony and 
notation). 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 

Listen & Appraise Perform/Share Improvisation Composition 

 Recognise/identify the purpose of 
different styles of music and style 
indicators such as the different 
instruments used and how music 
has evolved over time. 

 Styles include: Medieval, 
Renaissance, Baroque, Romantic, 
Classical and 20th Century Styles 
including: electronic music, 
Turntables, Jazz, the music of 
Benjamin Britten, 80s Rock, the 
music of Carole King, Early 
Classical Music, 20th Century 
Contemporary Classical Music. 

 Accurately use musical language 
and realise/understand and show 
how these terms contribute to the 
overall appraisal of music. Use 
terms such as; pulse, rhythm, 
pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
structure, timbre, texture, 
patterns, harmony, ostinato, 
notation, crotchet, quaver, staff 
and rest. 

 Listen to other ideas about music, 
respect those ideas and feelings. 

 Charanga 

 Present a musical performance of 
a song or piece of music to an 
audience, demonstrating the 
historic, stylistic knowledge and 
understanding of the song/piece, 
through the performance.

 Play different parts as required 
using formal notation (String, 
Woodwind or Brass) and begin to 
lead/conduct a group performance 

 Continue to practice, rehearse and 
present performances with an 
increased sense of musicality, 
demonstrating historic, stylistic 
knowledge and understanding, 
using elements of the interrelated 
dimensions of music.

 Communicate your ideas, thoughts 
and feelings through musical 
demonstration and show how 
feelings can be presented through 
musical performance. (E.g. 
Slavery)

 Learn to effectively play the 
key musical notes C and C in 
blues, G, Eb major, A, 
Ab,Bb,E F and G

 End of year Musical Concert

 End of year leavers 
performance

 Continue to refine skills of 
improvisation learnt so far.

 Use imitation to create your own 
melodic and rhythmic phrases 
from music learnt previously from 
different genres. (E.g. Rap twinkle 
twinkle).

 Continue to perform your own 
rhythms and melodies with 
confidence and understanding in 
the group. Improvise using notes 
of different lengths, pitch and 
rhythm, linking this to knowledge 
of formal notation.

 Learn to effectively play the 
key musical notes C and C in 
blues, G, Eb major, A, 
Ab,Bb,E F and G whilst 
including on improvisations

An improvisation is not written 
down or notated. If written down in 
any way or recorded, it becomes a 
composition. 

 Continue to refine skills of 
composition learnt so far.

 Record compositions using formal 
notation, including crotchets (1 
beat), quavers (1/2 beat) and 
rests.

 Continue to read and use formal 
notation on the staff to show 
greater confidence with this.

 Use and demonstrate simple 
musical terminology in the context 
of composition
(Pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
dynamics, structure, timbre, 
texture, patterns, harmony, 
ostinato, notation, crotchet, 
quaver, staff and rest). 



 
 


