
Overview (Mastery Curriculum) English Yr7:  

Year Group 
(2020-21) 

Cycle 1 
Theme: An Introduction into 

Creative Writing. 

Cycle 2 
Theme: 19th Century Novel A Christmas 

Carol by Charles Dickens. 

Cycle 3 
Theme: The Tempest by William 

Shakespeare 

Cycle 4 
Theme: 20th Century Novel -  Face by 

Benjamin Zephaniah 

Y
EA

R
 7

 (
Se

p
t 

2
0

2
0

-2
1

) 

   

Topic/Text  
& Assessment 

Baseline Assessment 1: Creative 
Writing Task. 
Students study a selection of 
extracts, analysing writing 
techniques and effects used by a 
broad range of successful fictional 
writers. 
Writing Assessment 2: Students 
create an original piece of creative 
writing based on a specific stimulus 
(ie. image), demonstrating 
figurative language techniques, 
narrative structure, effects on a 
reader and SPAG. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students 

will be involved in peer and self-

assessment reflection tasks, 

identifying strengths and personal 

targets for improvement. 

In this cycle, students research and explore 
British Victorian Society and the life of 
Charles Dickens. Through an exploration of 
text, Year 7s investigate themes such as 
Poverty & Wealth, Christian values, Charity 
and Social Injustices. 
Students will explore how Dickens presents 
characters and themes within a moral, 
spiritual and historical context. An 
introduction to P.E.E. analysis to structure 
and develop responses to reading tasks. 
Students will also develop their knowledge 
of Victorian Britain through creative writing 
exercises. 
Reading Assessment 3: Students respond to 
a GCSE style question on A Christmas Carol 
using P.E.E analysis. 
Writing Assessment 4: Students prepare 
and create a piece of writing set in 19th 
century Britain, applying themes found in 
Dickens’ work. Narrative set in Dickensian 
Britain. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students will be 

involved in peer and self-assessment 

reflection tasks, identifying strengths and 

personal targets for improvement. 

Context and life of William 
Shakespeare. An introduction to 
Shakespeare’s theatre and its 
Jacobean context (1610/11). 
Exploration of characters and plot. 
Differentiated groups to analyse 
language and themes. Key extracts 
and PEE analysis. 
Writing Assessment 5: Students 
prepare and create an original scene 
for Shakespeare’s comedy, The 
Tempest.  
Reading Assessment 6: Students 
respond to a GCSE style question on 
The Tempest using P.E.E analysis to 
respond. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students 

will be involved in peer and self-

assessment reflection tasks, 

identifying strengths and personal 

targets for improvement. 

Exploration of narrative, characters and 
themes found in Zephaniah’s teenage 
novel Face. 
Non-Fiction Writing Assessment 7: 
Newspaper article responding to the plot/ 
issues found in the novel. 
Reading Assessment 8: Students respond 
to a GCSE style question on Face using 
P.E.E analysis and focusing on Zephaniah’s 
use of language and structure. 
Writing Assessment 9: Students prepare 
and create a piece of creative writing 
based on the themes found in this novel. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students will 
be involved in peer and self-assessment 
reflection tasks, identifying strengths and 
personal targets for improvement. 

Key Knowledge 
& Concepts or 
Dispositions 

CONCEPTS: Society, Compassion, 
Dystopia versus Utopia, 
Homelessness 

CONCEPTS: Christian Charity, Compassion, 
Faith, Redemption, Spirituality, Human 
Values, British Values, Heritage Text, 
Inequality in Society. 

CONCEPTS: Heritage Text, 
Development of Language, History of 
the Theatre, Elizabethan/ Jacobean 
society versus 21st century life, Love. 

CONCEPTS: British Values, Inclusion, 
Disability Awareness, Spirituality, Bullying, 
Law and Order. 

Vocabulary 
Instruction 

Metaphor, simile, personification, 
alliteration, language feature, 
structural feature, writer’s intent, 
sympathy, empathy, antipathy, 
apathy, development of narrative. 

Dickens, Charity, spirit, workhouse, Poor 
Law, poverty, wealth, squalor, inequality, 
industrial revolution, context. 

Globe Theatre, audience, spirit, 
magic, tempest, character, usurp, 
protagonist, antagonist, playwright, 
narrative structure, comedy vs. 

Social values, bullying, facial 
reconstruction, surgery, accident, joy-
riding, depression, beauty, recovery, 
development of character, narrative 
structure. 



tragedy, context, iambic 
pentameter. 

Grammar & 
Writing 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying 
structural and language features 
and explaining meaning behind 
features. Developing descriptive 
and emotive writing, paragraphing, 
punctuation. Comparative analysis, 
introducing PEE analysis. 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying and writing 
about writer’s message and identifying the 
effects on a reader (pathies). Extended 
writing and reading. Developing awareness 
of 19th century writing and ideas.  

SPaG skills tasks. Developing 
awareness of Jacobean language. 
Usage of Shakespearean terminology 
in modern English. See Scheme. 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying structural and 
language features and explaining meaning 
behind features. Developing descriptive 
and emotive writing, paragraphing, 
punctuation. 

Numeracy N/A Child mortality rates in Victorian era. 

Monetary comparison. Financial hardship, 

cost of living. 

Cost of living related to theatre 
history. Social hierarchy related to 
finance. 
Iambic pentameter and use of meter 
in Shakespeare. 

N/A 

Thematic Links CREATIVE WRITING: Society, 
Compassion, Dystopia versus 
Utopia, Homelessness 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (19TH CENTURY 
LITERATURE): Christian Charity, 
Compassion, Faith, Redemption, 
Spirituality, Human Values, British Values, 
Heritage Text, Inequality in Society. 

SHAKESPEARE: Heritage Text, 
Development of Language, History of 
the Theatre, Elizabethan/ Jacobean 
society versus 21st century life, Love 

CONTEMPORARY WRITERS: British 
Values, Inclusion, Disability Awareness, 
Spirituality, Bullying, Law and Order. 

 

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities 

Art- Graphic compassionate novel 
International Link- Erasmus Group 
History – Nazi book burning  

History – Victorian Society, Dickens’ life 

History- The Industrial Revolution 

Law & Order-  The Paw Laws, Treatment of 

the “Undeserving Poor”, Prisons, etc. 

RE – Morality, Spirituality 

History – Elizabethan/ Jacobean life, 
society. 

Drama – Role play, role-on-the-wall, hot-
seating 
PSHE- Bullying, Law and Order, Treating 
Others, Religion,  

 

Career 
Links/Enricmt. 
opportunities 

(Trips/worksho
ps) 

Careers in writing, journalism 
Teaching career 
Black History Month activities, 
workshops, talks. 
 

Teaching career 
Writing career 

Teaching career 
Writing career  
World Book Day 

Careers in writing, journalism 
Teaching career 
Book Fair 
Theatre Trip 

 

What MUST be 
learned by the 

end of the 
Year? Links to 

KS4/KS5 

The ability to write an extended 
piece of creative writing using 
descriptive and emotive language. 
The ability to be able to describe an 
extract using PEE analysis. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical 
skills for literature. 

Dickens’ message in A Christmas Carol 
Victorian inequality 
How to analyse a text using PEE. Extended 
writing using descriptive and emotive 
language. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical skills for 
literature; awareness of 19th century 
language and society for  GCSE Lit Paper1 

Awareness of Elizabethan theatre and 
Shakespeare’s position in English 
Theatre. 
KS4 – awareness of Jacobean 
language and analytical skills for 
literature -GCSE Lit Paper 1. 

The ability to write an extended piece of 
creative writing using descriptive and 
emotive language. The ability to be able to 
describe an extract using PEE analysis. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical skills 
for literature. 

 

 



Overview (Mastery Curriculum) Yr8: 

Year Group 
(2020-21) 

Cycle 1 
Theme: 20th Century Novel: Of 

Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. 

Cycle 2 
Theme: Non-Fiction Travel Writing 
 

Cycle 3 
Theme: Fiction - Narrative 
Hooks 
 

Cycle 4 
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Topic/Text  
& 

Assessment 

Baseline Assessment 1: Creative 
Writing Task. 
Students study this novella, 
exploring context, characters and 
themes. 
Reading Assessment 2: Students 
respond to a GCSE style question on 
Of Mice and Men using P.E.E 
analysis. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students 
will be involved in peer and self-
assessment reflection tasks, 
identifying strengths and personal 
targets for improvement. 

Students explore extracts by successful 
travel writers and examine their use of 
language techniques and devices. Close 
analysis of non-fiction elements. 
Writing Assessment 3: Students write an 
article demonstrating an understanding of 
travel writing techniques. 
Reading Assessment 4: Students write a 
P.E.E analysis of an example of travel-
writing. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students will be 
involved in peer and self-assessment 
reflection tasks, identifying strengths and 
personal targets for improvement. 

Students explore a broad range of 
narrative hooks from different genres 
to explore what makes them engaging 
to an audience. A close analysis of 
genre as well as devices used by 
writers to ‘hook’ their reader’s 
attention from the opening page, 
paragraph or even sentence. Analysis 
of the effects of language on a reader. 
Writing Assessment 5: Students write 
the opening of a novel (by genre), 
using techniques to develop an 
engaging narrative hook. 
Reading Assessment 6: P.E.E analysis 
of a writer’s use of narrative hook. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students 
will be involved in peer and self-
assessment reflection tasks, 
identifying strengths and personal 
targets for improvement. 

Shakespeare’s Play – Romeo & Juliet 
Students explore William Shakespeare’s 
famous tragedy in terms of language, plot, 
character and themes through an 
exploration of key scenes and soliloquies. 
Writing Assessment 7: Students create an 
imaginative piece of writing based on 
visiting Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 
during Elizabethan London to watch/ 
perform in the play. 
Reading Assessment 8: Students respond 
to a GCSE style question on Romeo and 
Juliet using P.E.E analysis to aid response. 
Writing Assessment 9: Students prepare 
and create an original scene in the style of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy, using characters/ 
themes from the play. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students will 
be involved in peer and self-assessment 
reflection tasks, identifying strengths and 
personal targets for improvement. 
 

Key 
Knowledge 
& Concepts 

or 
Dispositions 

CONCEPTS:  Great Depression, 
Segregation, Dust Bowl, Context, 
Social & Financial Equality, 
American Dream, Western tropes 

CONCEPTS: Differences between Fiction 
and Non-Fiction text, persuasive language, 
first person narrative, linear, informative 
writing 
 

CONCEPTS: Use of language for 
effect, Structural and language 
features, narrative structure, writing 
to genre 

CONCEPTS: Heritage Text, Development 
of Language, History of the Theatre, 
Elizabethan/ Jacobean society versus 21st 
century life, Love. Role of men/ women in 
society, concept of fate/ destiny/ 
humanism. 

Vocabulary 
Instruction 

Segregation, Dust Bowl, Context, 
Social & Financial Equality, 
American Dream, protagonist, 
antagonist, context 

Persuasive, hyperbole, litotes 
(understatement for effect), antonym, 
synonym, informative, figurative language, 
narrative thread, autobiographical. 

Narrative hooks, protagonist, 
analepsis, prolepsis, genre, four parts 
of a narrative, exposition, 
development, climax, resolution. 

Tragic hero, fate, destiny, Elizabethan, 
dutiful, courtly love, villain, soliloquy, 
antagonist, protagonist, Globe Theatre, 
narrative structure. Context 

Grammar & 
Writing 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying and 
writing about writer’s message and 
identifying the effects on a reader 

SPaG skills tasks Identifying and writing 
about writer’s message and identifying the 
effects on a reader (pathies). Extended 

SPaG skills tasks Identifying structural 
and language features and explaining 
meaning behind features. Developing 

SPaG skills tasks Developing awareness of 
Elizabethan language. Usage of 



(pathies). Extended writing and 
reading. Developing awareness of 
20th century writing and ideas. 

writing and reading. Using persuasive 
language for effect. 

descriptive and emotive writing, 
paragraphing, punctuation. 
Comparative analysis, using PEE 
analysis. 

Shakespearean terminology in modern 
English. See Scheme. 

Numeracy Chronology (significant dates). 
Financial stock market crash – 
Great Depression. Use of statistical 
research – lynchings, migration, 
salaries, etc. 

Cost of stays, comparative costs for 
Travellers Salaries of travel writers, 
freelance work. Cost of flights/ 
accommodation, etc. International currency. 

Cost of books in relation to genre/ 
category/ age etc. 

Cost of living related to theatre history. 
Social hierarchy related to finance.  
Iambic pentameter and use of meter in 
Shakespeare. 
 

Thematic 
Links 

OF MICE AND MEN: Great 
Depression, Segregation, Dust 
Bowl, Context, Social & Financial 
Equality, American Dream, Western 
tropes 

TRAVEL WRITING: Christian Charity, 
Compassion, Faith, Redemption, Spirituality, 
Human Values, British Values, Heritage Text, 
Inequality in Society. 

NARRATIVE HOOKS: Genre, Purpose, 
Audience, Language for effect, 
Structural and language features, 
narrative structure, writing to genre,  

ROMEO & JULIET: Heritage Text, 
Development of Language, History of the 
Theatre, Elizabethan society versus 21st 
century life, Love vs Hate. Role of men/ 
women in society, concept of fate/ 
destiny, iambic pentameter. 

 

Cross 
Curricular 

Opportunitie
s 

History: Great Depression, 
American Dream, 1930s America 
Geography: Dust Bowl, drought, 
migration towards California 
PSHE: Racial discrimination, Laws, 
Social hierarchy, morality, role of 
women. 

Geography- Countries, different standards of 

living, exploration of landscapes 

features,etc. 

International Business: tourism, trade. 

Industrial sectors: Tertiary (service). 

Careers – travel writers, freelance, travel 

reps, etc. 

Drama – Role play, role-on-the-wall, 
hot-seating 
Careers in writing, journalism 
Teaching career 
 
 

History – Elizabethan/ Jacobean life, 
society. 
Geography – Verona, Italy. 

 

Career 
Links/Enrich. 
opportunitie

s 
(Trips/works

hops) 

Careers in writing, journalism 
Teaching career 
 
Black History Month activities, 
workshops, talks. 
 

Teaching career 
Writing career 

World Book Day RSC Production 
 

 

What MUST 
be learned 

by the end of 
the Year? 
Links to 
KS4/KS5 

The ability to write an extended 
piece of analytical writing. The 
ability to be able to describe an 
extract using PEE analysis. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical 

skills for literature. 

The ability to write an extended piece of 
travel writing using descriptive and emotive 
language. The ability to be able to describe 
an extract using PEE analysis. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical skills for 

literature. 

The ability to write an extended piece 
of creative writing using descriptive 
and emotive language. The ability to 
be able to describe an extract using 
comparative PEE analysis. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical 
skills for literature. 

The ability to write an imaginative piece of 
writing incorporating historical awareness 
of key contextual elements. Awareness of 
Elizabethan theatre and Shakespeare’s 
position in English Theatre. 
KS4 – awareness of Elizabethan language 
and analytical skills for literature -GCSE Lit 
Paper 1.  

 

 

 



Overview (Mastery Curriculum) Yr9:  

Year Group 

(2020-21) 
Cycle 1 

Theme: Creative Writing 
Cycle 2 

Theme: Gothic Fiction 
Cycle 3 

Theme: Poetry 
 

Cycle 4 

Theme: Sherlock Holmes Anthology 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Topic/Text  
& 

Assessment 

Baseline Assessment 1: Creative 
Writing Task based upon an image. 
Students explore successful 
passages from a broad range of 
fiction, examining language and 
structural devices and writing 
effects. Students draft their original 
writing based on a variety of 
stimuli, demonstrating their 
understanding of genre, tone, 
purpose and audience. 
Reading Assessment 2: PEE analysis 
on a text extract, marked to GCSE 
criteria. 
Writing Assessment 3: Students 
plan, draft and write an original 
piece of writing based on a GCSE 
Language Paper 1 style question. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students 
will be involved in peer and self-
assessment reflection tasks, 
identifying strengths and personal 
targets for improvement. 

Students explore a minimum of two extracts 
and short stories by successful gothic fiction 
writers and examine their use of language 
techniques and devices. Close analysis of 
gothic elements found in 19th/ early 20th 
century work. 
Reading Assessment 4: P.E.E analysis of an 
extract. 
Writing Assessment 5: Students plan, draft 
and write an original piece of gothic writing 
demonstrating an understanding of the 
gothic genre and style. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students will be 
involved in peer and self-assessment 
reflection tasks, identifying strengths and 
personal targets for improvement. 

Year 9 students will explore a broad 
range of poetry forms and styles from 
different eras. Students will research 
context, poetic forms and explore 
structure using annotation skills to 
explore meanings and themes.  
Reading Assessment 6: GCSE style 
poetry question using P.E.E response 
to a poem using subject specific 
terminology and an understanding of 
language, structure and form. 
Writing Assessment 7: Students 
prepare and create an original poem 
based on a thematic stimulus 
applying a demonstration of form, 
structure and language techniques. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students 
will be involved in peer and self-
assessment reflection tasks, 
identifying strengths and personal 
targets for improvement. 

Anthology– Speckled Band/ Extracts from 
The Hound of the Baskervilles, etc. 
Students explore the world of the fictional 
private detective, analysing how Conan 
Doyle uses characters, language and plot 
to engage the reader. 
Reading Assessment 8: Students respond 
to a GCSE style question on one Sherlock 
Holmes extract using PEE analysis. 
Writing Assessment 9: Students prepare 
and create a chapter using key characters 
from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock 
Holmes stories. 
Pre and Post-Assessment: Students will 
be involved in peer and self-assessment 
reflection tasks, identifying strengths and 
personal targets for improvement. 

Key 
Knowledge 
& Concepts 

or 
Dispositions 

CONCEPTS: Society, Politics, 
Persuasive Writing, Brexit, 
Propaganda, emotive and 
descriptive techniques for effect, 
Manifesto. Political Parties, speech 
writing, slogans, 

CONCEPTS:  Gothic concepts/ elements, 
context, use of language and structural 
techniques for effect. Media representations 
of Gothic style. Extended analysis of a classic 
Gothic extract. Extended creative writing 
using gothic elements. 

CONCEPTS:  Aims of Poetry, Poetic 
structure, forms, language and 
structural features, use of imagery for 
effect, context. Themes related to 
individual poems – thematic analysis. 

CONCEPTS: Victorian society, context, 
Law and Order, social roles, dramatic 
structures, character development, use of 
language for effect. 

Vocabulary 
Instruction 

Politics, Persuasive Writing, 
Manifesto, Brexit, Propaganda, 
slogans, soundbites. 

Gothic elements, narrative, exposition, 
development, climax, resolution, antagonist, 
protagonist, hero, villain, suspense, tension, 
effects on the reader (pathies) analepsis, 
prolepsis, supernatural. 

Poetic structure, form, language 
and structural features, use of 
imagery for effect, context, sonnet, 
caesura, enjambment, metaphor, 
simile, personification, symbolism, 
alliteration, assonance, sibilance, 
iambic pentameter. 

Narrative structural, protagonist, 
antagonist, deduction, inference, 
elementary, Victorian morality, 
hypocrisy, suspense, tension, 
stereotype, archetype. 



Grammar & 
Writing 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying and 
writing about writer’s message and 
identifying the effects on a reader 
(pathies). Extended writing and 
reading. Developing awareness of 
21st century writing and ideas. 
Speaking and Listening, 
interpersonal presentation of ideas. 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying and writing 
about writer’s message and identifying the 
effects on a reader (pathies). Extended 
writing and reading. Developing awareness 
of 19th/20th century writing and ideas. 
Comparative analysis. 

SPaG skills tasks. Identifying and 
writing about a poet’s message and 
identifying the intended effects on a 
reader (pathies). Extended writing 
and reading. Developing awareness of 
contextual impact upon  an audience 
leading to writing and communicating 
ideas. 

Identifying and writing about writer’s 
message and identifying the effects on a 
reader (pathies). Extended writing and 
reading. Developing awareness  of use of 
structure to improve student response. 

Numeracy Cost of Brexit, GDP. Costing / 
estimation of political budget for 
presentations. 

Significant dates  Maths in iambic pentameter. Meter 
identification and creation. Eg. 
Sonnets, etc. 

Victorian era, monetary comparison. 
Financial hardship, cost of living. 

Thematic 
Links 

Society, Politics, Persuasive Writing, 
Brexit, Propaganda, emotive and 
descriptive techniques for effect, 
Manifesto. Political Parties, speech 
writing, slogans, 

Gothic concepts/ elements, context, use of 
language and structural techniques for 
effect. Media representations of Gothic 
style. Extended analysis of a classic Gothic 
extract. Extended creative writing using 
gothic elements. 

Aims of Poetry, Poetic structure, 
forms, language and structural 
features, use of imagery for effect, 
context. Themes related to individual 
poems – thematic analysis. 

Victorian society, context, Law and Order, 
social roles, dramatic structures, character 
development, use of language for effect. 

 

Cross 
Curricular 

Opportunitie
s 

PSHE – Politics, Current affairs, 
British Values, Power of 
Propaganda, Importance of Voting 
Media – Political messages and 
persuasive texts/  
 

Media – directorial perspectives 
Use of tropes 
Drama- role play.  Scene and setting, 
character development. 
History – Social development of crime, 
entertainment. 

History – contextual aspects of poets 
and poetry. 
PSHE- Themes/ issues found in 
specific poetry. 

History- awareness of Victorian context 
Drama – role play, etc. 

 

Career 
Links/Enrich

ment 
opportunitie

s 
(Trips/works

hops) 

Careers in writing, journalism, 
politics, media, marketing, teaching 
career. 
Black History Month activities, 
workshops, talks. 

Careers in writing, journalism, teaching. Careers in writing, journalism, 
teaching. 
Writing workshops 
World Book Day 

Careers in writing, journalism, teaching. 
Book fair 

 

What MUST 
be learned 

by the end of 
the Year? 
Links to 
KS4/KS5 

The ability to write an extended 
piece of creative writing using 
persuasive, descriptive and emotive 
language. The ability to be able to 
describe subliminal messages in an 
extract using PEE analysis. 
KS4 GCSE – basic language and 
analytical skills for literature. 

The ability to write an extended piece of 
gothic writing using descriptive and emotive 
language as well as gothic elements. The 
ability to be able to describe an extract using 
PEE analysis, identifying gothic features, 
language and structural features. Link to 
GCSE at KS4 – basic language and analytical 
skills for literature. 

The ability to write a piece of poetry 
using form, structure and language 
techniques. The ability to be able to 
describe a poem using PEE analysis. 
Links to GCSE KS4 – basic language 
and analytical skills for literature. 

The ability to write an extended piece of 
creative writing using descriptive and 
emotive language. The ability to be able to 
describe an extract using PEE analysis. 
KS4 – basic language and analytical skills 
for literature. 

 


