
  Primary Newsletter May 2021  
 
 
            
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are very proud of the rapid progress our pupils have made since 8th March 2021.  Each day, we remind 
ourselves about our core purpose. After a challenging time with the Pandemic, we feel it necessary as Co- 
educators to revisit the vision, core values and core virtues. As we continue to grow our school and nurture 
our school community, we are confident that the rights steps are being taken in an ever changing world.  
 
Our vision - The vision for King Solomon International Business School (King Solomon)  is to be  an all-through 
multi-denominational faith designated Christian school which seeks to  achieve education  excellence, 
develop students with exemplary character, prepare students to effectively live, work and trade in the global 
economy and ensure all students succeed. 
 
Our core values - We value: 

 The Bible as being the most important book ever written 

 Education as being an essential tool for preparing  our students to effectively live, work and trade in 
the global economy 

 The Fruit of the Spirit as our character development framework 

 Christian unified fellowship for worship, prayer and to help the disadvantaged 

 Our students, parents, staff and other key stakeholder and treat them the way we would want to be 
treated 

 Business, community, and school partnerships locally, nationally and globally 

 The pursuit of excellence in all we do 

Our core virtues - The moral standards we use as our compass for character development are based on the 
virtues associated with the Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustworthiness, 
gentleness, and self-control.  
 
Things to remember!  
Monday 7th June 2021 they will need to:  

 Attend school daily (if unwell, email the absence line) 
 Be dropped off between 08.30am – 08.45am  
 Be collected between 3.15pm  – 3.30pm (A charge will be put in place for late collection) 
 Wear school uniform (no branded P.E. clothing should be worn) 
 Bring a water bottle (named) 
 Bring their reading book and planner  
 Year 3 – Year 5 – either have a school dinner or bring a packed lunch  
 Year 3 – Year 5 – bring a healthy snack for break time  
 Face mask optional  
 Wear your P.E. to school on P.E. days 

 
Covid - We are currently in Phase 2 of our school return. 
 
Phase 2 - all children will be in Year Group bubbles and there will be more movement of staff between 
bubbles. Phase 3, which will hopefully be around 21st June, will see our school return to some kind of 
normality with all children mixing. 



We will be continuing to encourage you to continue wearing masks on site, (unless you are exempt) following 
the drop off and pick up system and only one adult per family coming on to the school site. If older siblings 
(YR9 upwards) are collecting please remind them only one person. 

The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are: 
 a new continuous cough 
 a high temperature 
 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
If you have any of these symptoms click get a free NHS test or call NHS 119 to book a free COVID-19 test. 
You should arrange a test even if you have been vaccinated against COVID-19 or if you have had COVID-19 

before. 
 
Please remember to continue to report any cases of Covid in your family bubble and inform school if you are 
having to self-isolate. We have strict measures in place to ensure the safe return of our staff, pupils and 
families. The whole school risk assessment will be available on our school website.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Dinners – arrears 
There are a few parents/carers who are regularly allowing their accounts to fall into arrears and are having 
to be chased for payments.  Keeping on top of and chasing for payments is very time consuming for our staff.  
Please can we ask that if you receive a letter or phone call about money owed that you respond and settle 
your bill.  From Monday 8th June 2021, your child/ren will need to bring a packed lunch to school until your 
account has been settled. If you are experiencing difficulties then please make contact with the school 
office.  
 
Attendance – Target National 97%  
Data from March 2021 to present day… 
 

 % Attendance 

Birmingham 90.5 

Queens 92.3 

St Andrews 95.9 

Harvard 96.3 

Spelman 95.0 

West Indies 93.9 

Oxford 98.3 

Totals 94.7 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 
 
Punctuality – we are here to help and support 

As a school we go above and beyond to ensure that every child is at school daily.   If you have concerns about 

your child or difficulties you may need support with, please contact the school who may be able to assist in 

the form of an Early Help Assessment.   

Minutes late per day during the school year Equals days’ worth of teaching lost in a year 

5 mins 3.4 days 

10 mins 6.9 days 

15 mins 10.3 days 

20 mins 13.8 days 

30 mins 20.7 days 

 

Poor punctuality can lead to your child: 

 Feeling embarrassed in front of their friends 

 Learning bad habits which could affect their employability in the future  

 Missing important instructions for the rest of the school day     

 Missing the beginning of vital lessons. 
 
Take care and stay safe, the end of the restrictions may well be in sight but we will only get there if we all 

continue to adhere to the current rules.   Mrs Kent and the Primary Team  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Great Resource!  

Visual timetables and Now and Next boards can help all children 

with daily routines. Having a visual aid can help keep children on 

task and promote independence. It is also very satisfying when you 

can tick something off the list. Here is an example of a home-made 

bedtime routine, you can also find printable versions on the 

internet. Don't worry if you do not have access, or a printer just ask 

me (Miss Jones) and I can gladly print one off for you. There are 

lots of different ones available that can be adapted to your child's 

individual needs such as getting ready for school or daily routines.  

 

Erasmus 

Our Erasmus programme (Innovative Teachers) has begun.  We want our children to be able to use digital learning to 

promote lifelong learning and to become producers. They will learn how to create blogs, infographics, books, how-to 

videos, movies, action figures, apps, and tutorials.  Our children will use project-based learning and learn how to code 

as well as designing a digital learning environment that works. 

We are collaborating with schools in Turkey, Lithuania, Romania and Hungary to complete projects together. 

We have already completed projects where we have produced short videos introducing Birmingham and also some key 

words in the English language.  Thank you to our head boy and girl, Faith and Dylan for helping Mrs Rey to produce the 

videos. 

By now, we would have had some international travel to the other schools involved in the projects, however, we have 

been unable to due to the pandemic.  God willing, we might be able to squeeze a couple of international visits in before 

the end of the project.  Mrs Grannell 

 

Royal Mail Competition 

Thank you to all those that entered. I was 

blown away by the detail and creativity of 

each entry. We really do have so many 

talented students at King Solomon! Mrs 

Scarrott 

 Key Dates 

Tuesday 14th June – Great Science Share  

Friday 18th June – Queen’s Class Assembly  

Friday 18th June – Guest Speaker – Marcia 

Anderson McKenzie 

Week Beg: 21st June – Entrepreneurial Week 

Thursday 28th June – Reports out to 

Parents/carers 

Tuesday 6th /Thursday 8th July – Parent 

Consultation  

Wednesday 7th July – Primary Sports Day  

Wednesday 21st July – End of Summer Term 

12pm finish   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Safety 

We are delighted that the Police will be leading some online safety workshops for our pupils.  

The internet is an amazing resource, which enables children, and young people to connect, communicate and be 
creative in a number of different ways, on a range of devices. However, the internet is always changing, and being 
able to keep up to date with your children’s use of technology can be a challenge. We have grouped potential 
online risks into these four categories. 
 
1. Conduct:  
Children need to be aware of the impact that their online activity can have on both themselves and other people, 
and the digital footprint that they create on the internet. It is easy to feel anonymous online and it is important 
that children are aware of who is able to view, and potentially share, the information that they may have posted. 
When using the internet, it is important to keep personal information safe and not share it with strangers. 
Encourage your child to be respectful and responsible when communicating with others online, and to consider 
how what they share may reflect on them.  
 
2. Content:  
Some online content is not suitable for children and may be hurtful or harmful. This is true for content accessed 
and viewed via social networks, online games, blogs and websites. It is important for children to consider the 
reliability of online material and be aware that it might not be true or written with a bias.  
 
3. Contact:  
It is important for children to realise that new friends made online may not be who they say they are and that 
once a friend is added to an online account, you may be sharing your personal information with them. Regularly 
reviewing friends lists and removing unwanted contacts is a useful step. Privacy settings online may also allow you 
to customise the information that each friend is able to access. 
 
4. Commercialism:  
Young people’s privacy and enjoyment online can sometimes be affected by advertising and marketing schemes, 
which can also mean inadvertently spending money online, for example within apps. Encourage your child to keep 
their personal information private, learn how to block both pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing 
on devices where possible, and use a family email address when filling in online forms.     Miss Shoker 
 

Rights Respecting Schools 

We are enjoying our journey as a rights respecting school. 
Our school's Christian vision and character development 
has at its heart the importance of treating each other as we 
would want to be treated ourselves.  This involves dignity 
and respect - making sure that each person is valued.  This 
is a key part of the Fruit of the Spirit.  This is why the work 
of UNICEF and Rights Respecting Schools is so significant to 
us.  

Classes have now made charters with the children and the 
rights are acted upon.  We now have a rights respecting plan 
that is on the website and it tailors learning about our rights 
to our PSHE (Personal, Social and Emotional Education).  
You may have noticed that we have been sharing weekly 
rights respecting articles on the website each week.  Please 
take the opportunity to learn about them with your child. 
Mrs Grannell 

 

                                                  

Some of our 

class charters. 

 

Good bye Mr Marowa 

We would like to say a huge thank you to Mr 
Marowa for strengthening our team and 
teaching our pupils.  He will be leaving us on 
Tuesday 7th June to further career. You will be 
missed dearly.  
 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Update from St Andrews  

We’ve been very busy with our learning in St Andrews class over the last half term. We’ve been planting seeds in 

Science, observing the chicks being playful, learning to magpie in our writing and thinking about the best mental 

maths strategies to use to solve problems.  We’ve learned about keeping the beat in our music lessons too and 

have improved our throwing and catching skills with our P.E. lessons. We've looked carefully at the inside of a 

tomato and had a go at drawing a realistic version. In topic, we have discovered that the Titanic was built in Belfast 

and was the unsinkable ship that provided 10 course meals, grand entranceways and a heated swimming pool to 

the first class passengers and not enough life boats for the second and third classes. We used our English skills of 

expanded noun phrases and imperatives to write an advert for Titanic tickets. We discussed the dangers of parking 

on the double yellow lines and made posters to encourage our parents and carers to use our spacious carpark 

instead. We are beginning to understand that we have rights and responsibilities as part of our UNICEF work and 

have been discussing different ways that we can better ourselves. We thought of a slogan to help our parents 

with this too - If you don't want a fine don't park on the yellow lines! We've read two texts from the author Joanna 

Nadin. One was about a seemingly annoying lying little brother and another about the mayhem that ensued when 

a young girl brought home the class pet Rooney. We always have smiles on our faces and love learning new things. 

We are very proud of ourselves and love showing off all of our achievements.    Mrs Blake  

 

Science  

What a great start we have had to our summer term! We had some egg-citing visitors in school and we launched 

our KS2 STEAM Club. We enjoyed watching our chicks hatch and grow during their time with us and we loved 

giving them cuddles. One of our chicks was born with a sore leg and was unable to walk, we learnt how to care 

for her and make sure she was safe and could access her food and water. We talked about the rights of the child, 

that disabled children must be supported to live a full and decent life.  

We have been preparing for the Great Science Share next term and we submitted our science questions to the 

Great Science Share's special guest, Professor Brian Cox, Royal Society Professor of Public Engagement. We will 

be tuning in on the 15th June 2021, 9- 10am with Prof Brian Cox and leading climate scientists!  Miss Jackson  

 

Father God, 
Thank You for all Your blessing. We praise You for opportunities to learn and grow together in Your love.  We 
pray that You will continue to bless our school and everyone who is part of the King Solomon family.  We pray 
that You will continue to guide our steps as we learn and grow. 
Amen. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Talk for Writing (visit: talk4writing.com) 

Great news! We have begun implementing some Talk for Writing Strategies around school and it has been such a 

wonderful thing to see in practice! We have made a great start to developing the reading spine for each year 

group, with books that include extensive vocabulary and creative writing techniques that will both encourage and 

inspire children to become greater depth writers. Feel free to order books for your child from the recommended 

reading spine (See attachment for your year group’s reading spine).  

Each classroom has a magpie wall that displays words or phrases that the class has ‘magpied’ from their shared 

text, to use in their writing! So exciting!  Mrs Rey 

 

Music    Miss King 

Wow! What an amazing start to the term for the music provision here at King Solomon School. The children had 

a fantastic time whilst celebrating their musical learning journey during music week. I personally witnessed such 

high quality teaching and learning taking place alongside various fun projects. In KS2 the children had lots of fun 

as they imagined a pop star visited their school, from this they then created their own individual newspaper 

reports. In EYFS and KS1 the children had an amazing time whilst learning all about body percussion. We learnt 

lots of amazing facts about the orchestral family and we were extremely fortunate to have Miss Jacobs from SFE 

host our assembly. Miss Jacobs performed live to the children whilst elegantly playing her viola.  

Choir Club is up and running in full swing! The children are really engaged and eager to express themselves 

through song and dance each week. We are now at full capacity for our Year 3-4 session each Tuesday lunchtime. 

However, there is a waiting list for any children who have not been allocated a place.  

The children are still following the adapted for Covid-19 scheme when completing music learning through 

Charanga. Here, lots of opportunity to learn sign language for each song is provided and the children are all 

responding well to this new learning. Just a gentle reminder to kindly ask that music learning continues at home. 

via YUMU.   Miss King 

 
Article 6 – life, survival and development 

Every child has the right to life.   

Governments must do all they can to ensure that children survive and 
develop to their full potential. 

https://www.talk4writing.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC LEARNING ZONE is a reading program which gives children a reading score called a LEXILE. It has 

been widely adopted by schools and by publishing companies like Scholastic.  

Please view the video link below to learn more about Lexiles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUznnqghDAE  

Once a child has taken an UNAIDED reading test, s/he gains a reading level (Lexile). From this, the child can be 

helped to select more appropriately levelled REAL READING BOOKS. Reading ‘just right’ books is as important as 

wearing ‘just right shoes!’  

Some publishers are now publishing books with the Lexile level of the book printed on them, however, you can 

also find out the level of books at Lexile.Com. See Lexile Tools @ https://lexile.com/ . If the book has been 

levelled, it should be on Lexile.Com.  

There is an assumption that picture books are always easier to read, however, The Night Before 

Christmas has a Lexile level of 940L   – whilst a Michael Morpurgo book like Kensuke’s Kingdom has a Lexile level 

of 730L. The picture book would be too difficult for almost all of the current year 4s to access!  

At King Solomon we have additionally bought READING PRO LIBRARY. This is a collection of online books which a 

teacher can assign to a child once s/he completes their reading assessment.  

The most important thing when reading is that children actually understand what they read (comprehension). 

Once a child reads an online book or a real books/he can take a quiz on the book. The pass rate for a quiz is 7/10. 

The data that is generated from taking quizzes is very useful for teachers and helps us identify who is making rapid 

progress or who needs further interventions. 

The children become motivated by reading as they see their scores improve and as they pass quizzes. The books 

are worth a certain number of points based on the complexity of a book. Once children pass quizzes and gain 

points, the Scholastic system generates certificates for them at 25, 50, 100 points etc. These are shown as blue, 

read, bronze, silver and gold levels. This chart can help you understand your child’s current reading level.       

 Mrs Wales Friday  Fun Friday   

11th June  Sponsored Skip  
Miss Nagle to send 
more details 

18th June  Guess the sweets in the 
jar 
(50p a guess) 

Saturday 
19th June 

Cycling Open Morning  
(free) 
Family netball or 
basketball 

25th June  Summer Fair/Car Boot 
Sale (£10 a table) More 
details to follow. 

 2nd July Build a small bottle 
green house (thank you 
for the bottle donation 
so far!) 

9th July Make your own fruit 
kebab (50p) 

16th  July  Ice Cream Van – more 
details to follow. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUznnqghDAE
https://lexile.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birmingham Class are finding out all about minibeasts.  A lovely time has already been 

spent exploring different minibeasts in our outdoor classroom and bug hotel.  The children have found, amongst 

other things, woodlice, spiders, flies, moths, centipedes and bees.  We are loving our minibeast adventures and 

are using them to inspire our learning.  Children have been writing to some minibeast explorers to share our 

knowledge, creating minibeasts using a range of materials such as clay and paint, using our indoor and outdoor 

puppet theatres to create our own minibeast stories, practising their maths skills by counting, adding and 

subtracting minibeast and reading lots of fiction and non-fiction texts about the topic. 

We hope you enjoyed our minibeast themed class assembly as much as the children did in making it. (If you have 

not yet had a chance to watch it you will find it on Class Dojo.)  We have also had the wonderful opportunity to 

look at some lifecycles, including the lifecycle of a butterfly, spider and chicks.  We have been very blessed to have 

some real butterflies in our school and also some chicks that have hatched from eggs.  We have been super 

impressed with the way in which our children have shown care towards these living things including making sure 

our outdoor environment is nature friendly by making bird feeders, tidying and planting seeds. They have been 

putting the Fruit of the Spirit into action.  Here are just a few photographs of our learning so far this term.   

Mrs Holdsworth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and 

peace as you trust in 

Him, so that you may 

overflow with hope 

by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 

 



 


