
King Solomon's Year 10 student, Malachi Hollingshead
interviews company founder, Mr. Wade Lyn, CBE. 
Island Delight aims to provide 'a taste of the Caribbean in the UK' and currently market traditional food

products in supermarkets such as Asda, Morrisons and Sainsbury's. The company produces around

100,000 patties every week and accounts for over half of the current market share. Island Delight offers 'the

spirit of Jamaica to the UK' with 'inspired and innovative' products. 

What was your biggest trial when

starting up your business?

Raising capital for the business,

doing a business plan and meeting

the bank manager.

Q

A

Who inspired you to create your

own business?

My father, a mechanic from Jamaica,

was fortunate at the time to acquire

work in that field.  He eventually

purchased a motor vehicle  workshop

with its own petrol station in the early

80s. At the time, one gallon of petrol

was 18p!

Q

A

Where did you first start off your

business?

I started my first business while I was

at Leeds Polytechnic (Leeds Carnegie)

in 1979. I had a disco business,

working as a DJ at student parties on

weekends and other times.  As well as

running the disco, I would hire the

disco equipment,  charging £25 - £30

per night to play the latest records that

were in the charts in the late 70s and

80s.

Q

A

How did you decide what sort of

business you wanted to run?

I worked for another company, making

patties in Wolverhampton from 1985 –

1988 before I set up my own company,

Cleone Foods Ltd, producing patties

under the Island Delight Brand. The

experience of working for someone plus

having the knowledge of business from

my father was a starting point. Being a

creative person, I recognized gaps for

the betterment and these spurred me

forward – which was improving product

sales, shelf life, by wrapping them. This

became my Unique Selling Point. The

product was the same with minor and

major improvements. The products

were now sold wrapped, as the means

to increase my market share.

Q

A

Mr. Wade Lyn, CBE
Founder, Cleone Foods

What advice can you

give to somebody

starting their own

business? Great 
Tips

Research  the marketplace in which you are

going to set up your business.  Capture as much

information as you can. 

Get some work experience in the field that you’re

going to work in. 

Know your competitors.  

Be prepared to make mistakes.

Have a long term plan, 3-5 years. 

Be responsive to the needs of others,

be humble, and remember: those you

meet on the way up are the very same

ones on the way down.

Swedish company Einride has started pushing forward on their use of

driverless trucks on public roads.

 

The trucks, called ‘T-Pods’, will be able to drive themselves but also be

controlled by a human in the case of an emergency. The trucks are capable of

60 miles an hour, but during these early testing stages, the country is only

permitting them to travel at the slow speed of 3 miles an hour.

 

The company estimates that it will have 200 of the trucks on the road by 2020.

www.kingsolomonibs.com

UCONN STUDENT IS BRINGING

HYDROPONICS TO THE WORLD
SWEDISH

DRIVERLESS

TRUCKS ROLL

OUT

A student from the University of Connecticut has

developed a hydroponics solution that has since seen

use across the globe.

 

Christian Heiden developed the idea because he

wanted a greenhouse system that could be cheaply

operated and produce enough plants to feed a family.

He developed this concept and started a nonprofit, Levo

International, during his freshman year. The hydroponics

systems came to be of great use to people in need in

both Connecticut and Haiti.

He recently donated one of the systems to a youth organization in his area,

highlighting the need for children to understand where their food comes from

and how science can help those less fortunate than us.
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