
I have had the opportunity to work with students, 

staff and parents at King Solomon since January and 

it has been a pleasure to get to know everyone. As 

Secondary School Head-Teacher, I want to build 

strong relationships with students, staff and 

parents/carers and build a partnership, which helps 

move King Solomon forward. 

With this in mind, we have recently employed a 

Director of Inclusion and Wellbeing - Mrs Lisa Burr-

Bick she will be starting after Easter. Together we 

have been researching different approaches to 

support our young people and how they can achieve 

their full potential. 

Thrive approach to behaviour for 

Learning 
As part of the new 

approach to King 

Solomon we will be 

introducing the Thrive approach to our school. This 

is an exciting opportunity; we will be developing a 

team who are dedicated to supporting and better 

understanding children’s emotional and social 

development. Thrive will be embedded as a whole-

school approach to support social and emotional 

wellbeing, ensuring every student can benefit. 

Research states that if we contribute to the 

student’s emotional base, enabling students to feel 

safe and secure, able to build positive relationships 

they are better equipped to manage life’s emotional 

ups and downs. By supporting healthy development 

we know students are more able to access learning, 

and reach their full potential.  

It is recognised that children thrive in enabling 

environments where children’s individual 

development, learning experiences and needs are 

understood, responded to and supported through 

strong partnerships with parents/carers. 

We would like to invite parents to be part of this 

exciting approach and meet with Mrs Burr-Bick so 

that she is able to explain in more detail how the 

Thrive approach will be embedded into the school 

and how we will support our students. You may also 

wish to look at the Thrive website 

www.thriveapproach.com  or if you are on Facebook 

we would like you to sign up to Thrive in the 

community – weathering the storm. This will give

you the opportunity to understand the concept of 

THRIVE. You will be able to access free weekly 

activities for your child and their siblings to help 

them through this challenging time.   

I have also sent all secondary parents a link to a 

survey related to our current behaviour policy. 

Please let us know your thoughts.  

Teaching and Learning Log 

The school has developed a dedicated Learning 
Support Department to help every pupil fulfill their 
full potential. We ensure we effectively meet the 
needs of all students, including those with special 
educational needs and disability learning needs 
(SEND).
Learning Walk 
As part of our quality assurance process Heads of 
Faculty and the Senior Leadership Team visited 
special educational needs and disability Key Stage 3
lessons. During these visits, we looked at what 
further SEND training is needed for our staff and 
identified areas of best practice.  
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Bespoke professional development 
It is our aim to ensure that every member of staff 
receive quality training to keep them at the cutting 
edge of new teaching and learning developments. 
This half term staff began their bespoke training 
programmes. Each member of staff attends weekly 
sessions to aid their individual teaching and learning 
journeys.  

Ofsted Ready Training 
Head of Faculty attended an in-
house training session related to the 

new Ofsted framework. Heads of Faculty will be 
expected to have a thorough understanding of 
their curriculum contents and those of the subjects 
that they manage.  

PSHE/RE  
Mrs Allen Assistant Head Teacher KS4 - has been 
hard at work preparing new resources and 
schemes of work for the RE team. PSHE days are 
also being developed ready for delivery in 

September.  

Virtual Learning Platforms 

In the lead up to national school closures as  
a result of COVID 19, staff began to plan work and 
resources for students to complete on-line. Google
Classrooms and Show My Homework will continue 
to be our learning platforms for this coming half 
term.  
We are also planning to use Microsoft Office to 
begin virtual teaching lessons. Staff will begin 
training on this platform following the Easter Break. 
We will then send you all information related to 
what we can offer your child/ren to support their 
home learning.  

Other Secondary News Items 
Key Stage 2 to 4 curriculum planning  
This half term saw the Primary School subject 
leads work with our Secondary staff to look at 
curriculum. Lots of fantastic discussion took place 
related to cross overs in curriculum and projects for 

the future!  

Year 11 GCSEs 

Following the announcements from Ofqual staff are 
busy collating all student work and prior 
performance pieces necessary to ensure that Year 
11 students receive grades that are both fair and 
evidence based. We look forward to receiving more 
news from examination boards and will ensure that 
Year 11 students and parents are kept informed. 

Post 16 – Curriculum Offer 

In Post 16 we will challenge the students to be the 

best that they can be. Our goal is for each individual 

to leave us with the skills and tools needed to move 

on to their next steps. Our curriculum is highly 

personalised to the long-term outcomes of the 

individual and focuses on supporting students to 

become more independent in all aspects of their 

lives. 

Employment and Business Enterprise  
All students as part of their enrichment time will 
take part in Business Enterprise activities.  As a 
school with an International Business specialism, we 
feel it provides an excellent opportunity to develop 
skills required in adult life and the work place. The 
monies generated from these enterprises will be 
reinvested into their companies. 

Curriculum Offer  
All students will follow Level 3 qualifications whilst 
in Post 16. We have chosen a number of 
examination boards and personalise the curriculum 
on a yearly basis; to best meet the needs of the 
cohort. For September 2020 our students will work 
towards a blend of;   

• An Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is

equivalent to 50% of an A level.  (Compulsory)
• PE Compulsory (1 hour per week)

• Business

• Health and Social Care

“Education must not simply teach work – it must teach Life.“ W. E. B. Du Bois
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 Sport

 Art

 Dance

 English (resit where necessary)

 Maths (resit where necessary)

As part of our schools careers programme, all 
students have the opportunity to meet with an 
independent careers adviser. Students also
undergo many visits to other education and 
training establishments to give them a full 
understanding of what opportunities are available 
to them. 

We will be contacting Year 11 students and parents 
directly regarding this offer and a potential place 
within our new Sixth Form Centre.  

We would like to offer a warm King Solomon 
welcome to three new staff members to the King 
Solomon team; 

• Mrs L. Bick – Director of Student Well-Being
and Inclusion

• Mr  S. Kalarai – Assistant Vice Principal of
Post 16

• Mrs H. Cornish – Assistant Head Teacher of
Key Stage 3

We say a sad farewell to Mrs Webley. We thank
her for her commitment to the students at King 
Solomon since the school started in 2015. We wish 
her lots of luck in her new teaching journey! 

STEMETTES is a 

national 

programme 

initiated by Dr 

Anne-Marie 

Imafidon OBE to 

encourage young women into careers in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. 

In January, STEMETTES was formally introduced to 

Year 10 students by Year 10 student Samantha, who 

is the pupils Chief STEMETTES Officer, supported by 

other King Solomon pupils who have formed a core 

group. Each week, students in the group receive 

weekly activities to complete. 

Some of the UK and the World’s leading STEM 

Careers practitioners support the programme, to 

include Dame Helen Sharman, the first Briton in 

space. Although targeting girls the programme is 

open to boys, look out for future activities! 

Marco Pierre White Business Lunch for 

Finalists in school Business Challenge 

In January two 

students Declan 

(Y10) and Tierre 

(Y11) were 

accompanied by 

school staff to 

Marco Pierre 

White’s Michelin Star restaurant at The Cube in 

Birmingham. 

This was their reward for successfully competing in 

King Solomon’s 2019 Summer School enterprise 

programme (Daniels Den).  During the programme 

students benefited from workshops in Writing a 

Business Plan, Making a Successful Pitch, Speed 

Reading and inspirational talks from successful local 

business people and School Trust members. 

Careers Visit Apprenticeship 
Week in February 

On Monday 3 February as part of National 

Apprenticeship Week, King Solomon International 

Business School hosted one of the world’s leading 

global logistics firm Kuehne + Nagel (KN). 

Students benefited from a presentation by Robert 

Edwards, Talent Pipeline Development Manager at 

KN who outlined the career pathways available to 

students interested in Global Logistics. There were 

brief presentations by current apprentices who 

shared their career path. 

Alongside the presentations, students participated 
in the “Business On The Move” game, where they 
were put in the position of a Global Logistics 
Manager. Both Primary and Secondary students 
were also given a tour of KN’s Showcase Commercial 
Lorry. 

New staff 

Education is teaching our children to desire the right things. Plato 
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History Big Quiz February 

Four teams of King Solomon Year 9 students 

participated in the University of Birmingham’s 

History Big Quiz held on their campus on Monday 10 

February. Students were prepared for the quiz by 

Ms. Baker. Our students gave a good account of 

themselves and earned a spot prize for answering a 

WW2 question correctly. 

Well done to our 16 Year 9 Students who 

participated.  

Year 9 Options Evening 

On 13 February, King Solomon hosted our Year 9 

Options Evening where both parents and students 

explored GCSE options available to them, 

We were blessed to have a wide cross section of 

employers present; representing industries ranging 

from IT Design to careers in the NHS. 

Students and parents were able to visit the 

information 

stands hosted 

by industry 

sectors and 

gain insight 

into specific 

career 

pathways and 

subjects they may wish to consider if wishing to 

explore them. 

The employers present included local and 

international businesses

Year 9 Aspiration Visit to the University 

of Birmingham 

The University 

hosted an 

“Aspiration Visit” 

where Students 

benefited from 

workshops on the 

importance of GCSE’s and the impact they have on 

university acceptance. A wide array of careers and 

their academic requirements were explored to give 

students a long-term view of what will be required 

of them in the future. 

Pupils enjoyed participating in interactive games 

exploring Further and Higher Education and a tour of 

the campus.  

Mr. Rai an Aston University Business student 
currently on placement at King Solomon delivered a 
brief presentation on his journey into Higher 
Education, which resonated strongly with the 
students. 

Forward Thinking University Programme 

Forward Thinking is a progressive programme of 

activities for students from Year 8 through to Year 11 

who are currently attending a Forward Thinking 

partner school.  

The programme is targeted at gifted and talented 

young people, who are likely to have little or no 

knowledge of higher education, but who have the 

academic potential to consider future progression to 

university. Throughout the programme learners will 

participate in a range of on-campus activities, receive 

one to one mentoring support from undergraduates 

in school, and access bespoke information and advice 

materials to support the programme. 

King Solomon’s first cohort (2018) of Forward 

Thinking Students Daniel and Faheiza benefited from 

10 weeks of academic mentoring. 

These sessions were delivered at King Solomon by a 

2nd Year student from the University of Birmingham 

Nicole Morris who described her experience at King 

Solomon and engagement with Daniel and Faheiza as 

excellent and mutually rewarding. 

Sessions covered areas such as “What Type of 

Learner am I” and as a consequence what type of 

study habits they have and may wish to adapt. Other 

sessions included Further and Higher Education 

option. Work Experience and CV writing were also 

covered. 

King Solomon 

presently has 

another cohort of 

Forward Thinking 

students in Year 9, 

who will also 

benefit from 

academic 

mentoring in Year 

10.

Education Excellence & Character Development 
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Business/Health & Social Care Visit to 

the University of Gloucestershire  

Thirty Year 11 

students from 

King Solomon 

visited the 

University of 

Gloucestershire as 

part of a subject 

immersion 

day.The business cohort benefited from a workshop 

on careers in Accounting delivered by the Head of 

Department for the university and got the chance to 

participate in a live trading room experience, where 

they learned about the factors and variables that 

contribute to stock market fluctuations. 

The Health and Social Care students benefited from 
workshops on the various career options available to 
them in this field and heard from two current 
Paramedic Science students at the university. 

Year 9 Excell3 Apex Visit to Newnham 

College Cambridge  

Students on Excell3’s Apex Universities Programme 
visited Newnham College, Cambridge on Friday 28 
February. 
The Apex Universities Programme that is delivered 

at King Solomon is for High Achieving students who 

are desirous of attending a Russell Group University. 

Students apply with the support of a parent and a 

teacher, normally a Head of Year. 

This was our Year 9 students’ first Apex visit, having 

previously benefited from an Orientation Day with 

their parents in 2019. 

Students benefited from workshops delivered by 

Cambridge staff, which challenged their thinking 

around Higher Education and learning, and gained 

an understanding of the myriad of career 

opportunities available to them once they have a 

degree. 

A “Taster Lecture” in Bioengineering was also 

delivered to them. 

They also got an opportunity to speak with current 

university students and question them about 

university life at Cambridge. Lunch was provided by 

the university. 

Apex students will continue to benefit from further 

visits and exchange programmes with Oxbridge 

during their academic journey at King Solomon. 

Apex Year 10 Students’ Visit to 

Newnham College, Cambridge  

Twenty-one students on Excell3’s Apex Universities 

Programme visited Newnham College Cambridge. 

These students are in their second year on the 

programme, which equips them with the knowledge, 

information and confidence to make successful 

applications to the nation’s top universities, namely 

those in the Russell Group. 

Students learned about factors they might wish to 

consider when selecting their options for A Levels, 

and practically investigated the entry requirements 

specifically for Cambridge in their chosen fields of

interest. 

In their feedback, students highlighted the fact that 

this visit was empowering in helping them understand 

more fully, what is required of them to attend a top 

university and the factors they need to consider. 

The Parent College invite you to our 11am daily 
chat facilitated by The Institute of Wellbeing at 

Always do your best. What you plant now, you will harvest later. Og Mandino



Modeshift STARS is the 
national schools awards 
scheme that has been 
established to recognise 
schools that have 

demonstrated excellence in supporting cycling, 
walking and other forms of sustainable travel. The 
scheme encourages schools across the country to 
join in a major effort to increase levels of sustainable 
and active travel in order to improve the health and 
well-being of children and young people. 
The school has been recognised for completing a 
Pupil & Staff Survey, delivered several sustainable 
travel initiatives and draft a whole school travel plan. 

Public Speaking Workshop 

Pupils participated in 
a Public Speaking 
workshop, delivered

by an  expert trainer.

Our students  gained the skills and confidence they 
need to present their point of view in front of 
others and listen to their peers. 

All students gave a two-minute speech at the end of 

the day without notes. Teachers and other staff 

formed a judging panel to identify six speakers to 

present in school assembly.  

Speakers Trust have organised a high-profile event 

at which two school representatives will compete 

with peers from across the region. They will have 

the chance to become the Regional Champion, win 

voucher prizes and – more importantly – have their 

voice heard by a panel of distinguished judges. 

School visit by Eden Boys School to King 

Solomon 
King Solomon welcomed over 25 

pupils from Eden Boys School in 

Birmingham  in February. The 

School Linking Programme matches students and 

classes from different cultural or faith backgrounds 

to explore issues of identity, community and belief. 

School Linking has just been endorsed and funded 
by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government and the Department for Education. 

Students on the Linking programme will: 

 Take part in three engaging and memorable
link days with their partner school during
the academic year.

 Deepen knowledge and understanding of
different  beliefs by engaging directly with
students from different backgrounds

 Develop skills of communication, empathy
and reflection.

The programme fosters in students an 
understanding and respect for difference, as well 
as giving them the opportunity to reflect upon their 
own identity and beliefs. 

King Solomon Pupil Wins the Royal 

Navy Morse Code Challenge 

Congratulations to Kyreese a year 8 pupil for 

completing the challenge during the school 

Covid-19 lock down on the 8 April. Self-Motivation 

is a key characteristic in being successful in any 

walk of life especially education. 

King Solomon International Business 
School has been awarded Modeshift 
STARS Bronze Accreditation  

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.“ B.B. King



Athletics Success for King 

Solomon Students AGAIN

We are delighted to announce 

that our year 7 & 8 boys finished 

FIRST and won GOLD medals at 

the Aston Indoor Athletics 

Competition. We are proud of 

our students for this 
tremendous achievement and

appreciate the hard work of the 

PE department staff, Mr Costa

and Miss Nagel  

It is said that a 
picture says more 
than a thousand 

words. Please enjoy 
some of the school 
activities and news 

you may have 
missed.

Education visit from French School Delegates from the Erasmus European 
Project hosted at King Solomon School

Year 11 Drama and Music GCSE 
Presentation & performance

May the risen Christ, 
Fill your heart with joy,

Bring you new hope,
And bless you with peace. 

Wishing you all a very happy Easter from 
Mrs Abrahams and Ms Popratnjak (Co-Executive Heads)

Dr Byfield welcomes new 
pupils who have started 
mid-term at King Solomon

Year 11 Music GCSE   performance




