
     PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS SPRING TERM 2020 

Theme for Science week in March 2020 was `Diverse

Planet`, we enjoyed learning more about our amazing planet Earth and how 

unique and diverse it is. From languages, to flags, to food, Earth really is a 

special place. In Reception they learnt more about plants, floating and sinking 

and waterproof materials and in Year 2 they explored some of the natural 

wonders of the world and even made their own Grand Canyon in the sand tray. 

Across Primary we learnt about our diverse continents, we even studied 

Edward Bransfield’s expedition to Antarctica in 1820. Did you know that 

Antarctica is still being explored today? There is currently a new science 

programme to study the Thwaites Glacier https://thwaitesglacier.org/  
Miss Jackson 

Sports Relief Wow, we had such a fantastic time celebrating Sports Relief.  We came to school in our best sports

gear and made sure that we were ready to move! After assembly, we went over to the sports hall and waiting for us 

were the school PE Teachers and a group of secondary student assistants who lead us through a series of fun and 

energetic exercises for an hour! Phew! We had to make sure that we were listening to the instructions and watching 

the demonstrations carefully to complete the activities, and luckily, the secondary assistants were on hand to help 

us! We had such a great time and even the teachers tried the moves. Mrs Bailey was definitely out of breath by the 

end of it! A huge thank you to Miss Nagle and Mr Costa (PE Curriculum Leader), and the secondary assistants. You 

kept us smiling and moving and we all had a great day! We would like to thank you again for all your generous 

donations!  We raised £45.51. - Mrs Bailey

Children learn as they play. Most importantly, in play children learn how to learn. 

https://thwaitesglacier.org/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/sporteditors/2010/01/sport_relief_is_back.html&psig=AOvVaw0kuIja40vVoyof7Eif1zy1&ust=1586824983379000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICJw_-V5OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU


E –Safety we recently celebrated Safer Internet Week.

Children learnt the importance of being safe online and what to 

do if they experience something negative online. All week, 

children did different activities based around E-Safety. In Year 3 

we learnt the importance of passwords, how to create secure 

passwords and how to keep them safe. Each class then made 

some posters.  In Year 2 they made comic strips to show how to 

be safe online and in Year 3 we made information posters to give 

advice on being safe online. EYFS took pictures showing the 

children being safe on the computer. Miss Shoker

Morning Wake Routine / Breakfast 

9.00 Morning exercise and fresh air 

10.00 – 11.00 Academic Time (Home Learning Packs / Dojo Assignments) 

11.00 – 12.00 Creative Time (Music, cooking, bake, crafting) 

12.00 – 12.30 Lunch 

12.30 – 13.00 Chores (tidy bedroom, dusting, sorting washing, etc.) 

13.00 – 14.00 Reading (home books, magazines, Bug Club 

14.00 – 15.00 Academic Time (Home Learning Packs/Dojo Assignments/Own interests) 

15.00 – 16.00 Afternoon fresh air 

SAFER INTERNET WEEK 

Home Learning Schedule. Hello Everyone, I’m sure it’s been a great

novelty sorting out a home learning schedule for your family! I know it’s a 

huge balancing act in this time of the dreaded Coronavirus. I think the best 

advice is to do what you can. This is a suggested schedule if you need one or 

choose a routine that works best for your family. 

With God’s Grace we’ll survive (sane!) and ready to come back to 

school. Blessings Mrs Grannell

WORLD BOOK DAY - Mrs Rey 

On 5th March we celebrated World Book Day. We began the day by entering into a school 

assembly that was beautifully lit with colourful lighting, enchanting music and a ‘fairytale like’ 

backdrop. It took the children’s breath away! We were blown away by the creativity and many 

costumes worn by the children.  We then took part in a quiz in which the teachers and children 

had to work out the name of the book / story. That was very funny! We carried out many 

different activities in our respective classes throughout the day and the day finished with a 

parade in the school sports hall. Amazing! 

“Reading should not be presented to children as a chore, a duty. It should be offered as a gift.” –Kate DiCamillo 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.facebook.com/John-316-771779719565433/&psig=AOvVaw0Y16jSbtGlgOsCz6Tn3Zea&ust=1586825316968000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPD12qWX5OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO


If your child is playing, they are learning.  Children often learn most when it is through play. 

A few ideas: 

Imagination - You can build and create using construction 

kits such as Lego, junk modelling using old boxes and tubs 

or even a few sheets and a couple of chairs to build a den.  

Talk is vital for our children.  Tell stories and enjoy time 

spent together.  Where will you go in your homemade ship 

or rocket?  Will you need to make a journey map?  Could 

you draw a picture or write a letter or postcard to tell 

someone about your imaginary journey?  Will you make 

some paper hats, a mask, or a paper telescope?  Could you 

make your own puppet show to tell you favourite story? 

Active Learning – Do some exercise by setting up a simple 

obstacle course.  When learning new spellings or 

recognising new sounds set up an obstacle course and as 

you do an obstacle spell the word or read the sound.  Play 

hide and seek with sounds, words, numbers or sums and 

when you find them say the answer. Read a word and once 

you have read it run and put it in a pot before getting the 

next one. 

Maths - Not all maths has to be done on paper!  Counting, 

addition, subtraction, division and multiplication can all be 

done practically with various objects including toys, beads, 

safe kitchen items, bath toys etc.  You could set up a shop 

together to learn about money. You could go on a shape 

hunt around your home or give clues to describe a shape 

for a person to find. Explore time by finding out what 

different things you can do in a minute e.g. how many star 

jumps can you do in one minute. 

Cooking – Do some cooking together.  Read the recipe, 

weigh the ingredients, talk about what the ingredients are 

and what they look like before and after cooking. 

Artwork – Paint, draw, collage, cut and stick, sew, knit, 

create using playdough or even create a picture using items 

you collect from a garden or from indoors.   

Learning about the world around us – Talk about the 

weather and the seasons. Talk about what you can taste, 

hear, smell, touch and feel. Look at plants growing. Go on a 

material hunt around your home and talk about what 

different materials are used for e.g. glass for windows.  Go 

on a technology hunt and observe what things use 

electricity in your home. Look at old photographs and talk 

about what life was like when you were little and compare 

it to what life is like now.    

Family Time – Play together, share a favourite story, 

laugh, try something new, talk and listen and above all have 

fun together whilst learning.  

HANDWRITING – MRS REY 

While we are not in our school building, swapping the physical classroom for a virtual classroom, it is very easy to 

forget the importance of handwriting. By writing the sentence below, we are forming every letter in the alphabet! 

Whether you are joining your letters or at the pre-cursive stage, this simple sentence will help you to practice your 

letter formation 

READING – Mrs Rey 

Oxford Owl e-learning books is an amazing resource that is available to 

you at home to support your child to develop their reading skills. All you 

have to do is simply go online, register as a parent, enter your 

child/children’s age and they will provide you with a wealth of e-books 

and resources suited to your child’s age to access at home. You are able 

to explore great reading material and top-tips on ways in which you can 

support your child in taking them to the next stage of their reading 

development. 

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page 

Learning Through Play - Mrs Holdsworth 

Almost all creativity involves purposeful play. Abraham Maslow Psychologist 

American psychologist

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://twitter.com/OUPPrimary/status/1241726593061597185&psig=AOvVaw2INXGwEYBuJA_Sj-A3Ssw4&ust=1586874543075000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDg5c3O5egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Wow! I must say we are absolutely impressed and amazed with all the wonderful learning that is taking place online at home. 

We have set daily activities for the children to participate in to make their learning fun and enjoyable at home. We set healthy 

eating activities, such as making fruit kebabs and watching stories related to healthy eating, drawing their own fruit basket and 

labelling it. Science activities, included experimenting with water by sinking and floating objects in the water before making their 

own predictions as to what they thought would happen. We also had art, handwriting, spellings and many more activities on Class 

Dojo for the children to complete. It has been great to see children working ever so hard and sharing their learning journey with 

us by uploading pictures on their portfolios. Children have also been continuing to read books online on Activelearn and have 

been completing the Bug Club challenges. A big thank-you to our amazing EYFS children and parents for all their effort and 

determination! 

YR1 Healthy Eating Challenges 

 

EYFS CELEBRATION OF ONLINE LEARNING - Mrs Malik 

Year 1 CELEBRATION OF ONLINE LEARNING – MS KING

Our online learning in Year 1 is in full swing. The children are really enjoying the work that has been set and 

are accessing the challenges daily. I am very proud of all of the learning that is taking place at home and I 

would like to take this time to extend a very big thank you to all of our parents and carers during this difficult 

time. I miss all of our children very much and cannot wait to see all of your beautiful faces hopefully very 

soon. Here are some snippets of some of the fantastic learning that has taken place. 



For our healthy eating 

challenges, the children 

have designed their own 

healthy eating posters. Lots 

of fabulous research has 

taken place and each pupil 

has presented their new 

learning/findings in various 

different ways. The children 

investigated which foods 

were high in fibre and 

protein and engaged in a 

vegetable scavenger hunt 

around the house. 

Year 1 HEALTHY EATING CHALLENGES

For our international challenges, the children 

were told that all of their learning would be 

centered on Canada. We have been learning 

about local schools in Canada and the 

Canadian flag. 

Year 1 INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGES 

COVID 19 - Stay at home, Protect the NHS, Saves Lives 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http://www.promishealth.org/pho-international&psig=AOvVaw2bGOSWFaA9Lv1BXmBV-OQG&ust=1586881216285000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDhif7q5egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Year 1 READING CHALLENGES

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 WHITE ROSE MATHS CHALLENGES

We are excellent mathematicians in Year 1 and we really do 

have a true love for Mathematics. It is so refreshing to see 

this true hunger for learning continuing at home. The children 

have learnt about weight and mass, how to make 

comparisons by using the words greater than, less than and 

equal to. The children have each modelled fantastic counting. 

skills whilst counting in 10s

We have had lots of fun whilst reading at home. The children have 

learned and discovered lots of new information from their 

assigned books via active learn and with wider reading resources. 

We have learnt about each character within our individual stories 

and have looked at the structure of the story. (Beginning, middle 

and end)  

We have looked at our favourite characters and created our own 

character reviews based upon this.  

“There are many little ways to enlarge your world.  Love of books is the best of all.” – Jacqueline Kennedy 



. 

 

 
Year 1 HANDWRITING CHALLENGES

We are steadily working on improving 

our handwriting. We have been 

practicing our lowercase graphemes, 

remembering when we must start with 

a flick and end with a flick. The children 

have shown lots of concentration and 

great care whilst working hard to 

improve their letter formation. 

Year 1 CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 

CHALLENGES 

A big thank you to Harvey and La’Rae 

for sharing your experiences about a 

time where you have shown 

gentleness.  I really enjoyed listening to 

your recounts, and how this made you 

feel 

YEAR 2 CELEBRATION OF ONLINE 

LEARNING – MISS JACKSON 

Well done Year 2, your learning has not 

stopped… we have been finding half and a 

quarter using our toys, reading new books and 

writing reviews, completing challenges like 

The Mystery of The Grand Portrait Gallery, 

making beautiful rainbows and much, much 

more. We have been enjoying our Joe Wicks 

workouts each morning at 9am, we love when 

he includes the Spiderman move and we have 

been making and eating our own healthy 

snacks. We have heard some worrying 

rumours about an escaped Dragon flying 

around King Solomon, we have had fun 

writing stories and instructions on how to 

catch and train a dragon. 

“With the growing popularity in e-learning, the e should mean more than electronic. If we are going to call it e-learning, 

shouldn't it be effective, efficient, and engaging?”  Dr  M David Merrill,  First Principles of Instruction 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://parenting.firstcry.com/articles/contribution-must-read-for-parents-5-amazing-benefits-of-cursive-writing-for-kids/&psig=AOvVaw23j7PlNUWJMyuwBTi0JaGw&ust=1586886837609000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCUw7H85egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAX
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.parentcircle.com/article/5-tips-to-develop-your-childs-creative-writing-skills/&psig=AOvVaw23j7PlNUWJMyuwBTi0JaGw&ust=1586886837609000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCUw7H85egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://wordings.snydle.com/files/2015/02/religious-easter-greeting-cards.jpg


 

There has been some amazing home learning going on in Year 4! Thank you for sharing your hard work with 
us! We have seen some fantastic Maths being done, whether it is on TimesTableRockstars, work from your 
home learning packs or online Roman numeral challenges we have set for you, our Year 4 mathematicians 
have rose to the occasion!  

In Year 3 we have been doing lots of learning online through Class Dojo, TimesTableRockStars and Number Bots. On Class 

Dojo, Mrs Rey and I have been assigning daily challenges, these include international activities, healthy eating challenges, 

reading, writing and maths activities. The children have been really engaged and doing well. In Jamaica Class children wrote 

diary entries to show how their week has been and have been learning about the hills and mountains in the UK and the 

fossilisation process. In Brazil class, the children wrote a recount of their week. As well as this in both classes, children have 

taken pictures to show their teachers their healthy eating.  

Year 3 Celebration of Online Learning – Miss Shoker 

Year 2 CELEBRATION OF ONLINE LEARNING – Miss Jackson

“We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, yet we forget that he is someone today.”  Stacia Tauscher 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/471048442249830915/&psig=AOvVaw0rB8lLxEeRddlFj_wr6sjs&ust=1586889504500000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMizgKyG5ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ


We have had some spectacular reading comprehension activities completed, from our ActiveLearn 
accounts, our learning packs and TwinklGo. We have some 
simply terrific readers in Year 4. Some amazing ideas for 
healthy eating have been shared as well, some delicious 
salads, well balanced lunches and even some fabulous 
ideas for healthy party food! In Science we have had some 
superb work submitted explaining the benefits of 
renewable energy, and in Art, some beautiful self-
portraits have been completed! 
A huge well done to Year 4! Please know that we are very 
impressed by the hard work you have been putting in and 
hope to see even more of you getting involved and sharing 
your learning with us! 

 

This current pandemic is causing many people; of all ages 

with worry, anxiety, and uncertainties about the future. 

We are not immune from the emotional impact that the 

current situation is having on our Mental Health.  If you, a 

friend or relative are experiencing mental health problems 

and need emergency treatment, you should contact your 

General Practitioner (GP) in the first instance.  

Other support lines are as below: 

 Samaritans on Freephone 116 123 - open 24

hours 

 SANELINE on 0300 304 7000 - open 6pm - 11pm

every day 
 For children aged between 0-25 please contact

 Forward Think Birmingham- 0300 300 0099

 Young people and parents can also self-refer

online, please visit:

Year 4 CELEBRATION OF ONLINE LEARNING - Mrs Bailey and Mrs Wales 

SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE FROM SOME OF OUR WONDERFUL KEY WORKERS 

http://www.samaritans.org.uk/
http://www.sane.org.uk/


 https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk

/make-a-referral

Please do not suffer in silence, please seek help as 

soon as possible. 

COVID-19. The sound of that is now filling us all with a 
huge range of emotions. Fear, uncertainty, frustration and 
disbelief to name but a few.  We want to tell you to be 
reassured. We want you to know that there are people out 
there in the world, still doing the jobs that need to be done. 
They are risking themselves getting sick so that people can 
be treated if ill. So that people can still eat, have electricity 
and water. So that people who most need it are being 
supported.  

Work in domestic abuse services is a vital front line service 
to help protect those that need protecting. Vulnerable 
people in self-isolation are facing the prospect of being 
forced to stay inside and may not feel safe. Please know 
that we are still out here working to be there for you.  If you 
need help please call the 24-Hour National Domestic Abuse 
Helpline: 0808 2000 247 

We are all in this together. Look out for each other. Drop 
some shopping on a neighbour’s doorstep if you know they 
are having a tough time. Send out a message to people you 
know saying you’re available for a chat if they are lonely.  

If you need help there are people out there to help you, 
stay connected and stay safe

Chicken Enchilada 

Ingredients  
 1 tsp olive oil

 680 g passata

 1 onion chopped

 1 clove chopped garlic

 1 tsp ground cumin

 1 tsp dried oregano

 2 tbsp mild chilli powder (optional)

 600 g cooked chicken, shredded

 160 g sweetcorn tinned or frozen

 2 red or green peppers deseeded and sliced

 8 tortilla wraps (any variety is fine)

 100 g grated cheese

Instructions 

Heat the olive oil in a large saucepan and add the onions, 

garlic, cumin, oregano and chilli. Cook for about 10 minutes 

on a low heat until the onions are almost cooked through, 

coloured and fragrant. 

Add in the passata, turn up the heat to medium, put a lid on 

the pan and cook for a further 10 minutes. 

Remove two large spoonfuls of the sauce to a bowl and put 

to one side (this is for underneath and on top of the rolled 

tortillas). 

Remove from the saucepan from the heat and add in the 

chicken, sweetcorn and peppers. Mix thoroughly and if you 

have time, allow to cool a little so it's easier to roll the 

tortillas. 

Preheat the oven to 180C. 

Lay the tortillas out and share the mixture evenly between 

them. Put half of the reserved sauce on the base of a baking 

dish and spread out.  

Roll each tortilla up and place on top of the thin layer of 

sauce, being sure that the open end is at the bottom, so the 

weight of the tortilla keeps them shut. Spoon the remaining 

sauce over the top and sprinkle on the cheese. 

Bake for about 15 - 20 minutes until the inside of the 

enchiladas is hot and the cheese has melted. 

 Basic Cookies 

Ingredients 

 225g butter, softened

 110g caster sugar

 275g plain flour

 1 tsp cinnamon or other spices (optional)

 75g white or milk chocolate chips (optional)

(Other ingredients swaps 

 50g oats

 25g oats and 50g raisins

 1 banana

 Zest of 1 orange or lemon)



Instructions 

Heat the oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5. Cream the butter in 

a large bowl with a wooden spoon or in a food mixer until it 

is soft. Add the sugar and keep beating until the mixture is 

light and fluffy. Sift in the flour and add the optional 

ingredients, if you’re using them. Bring the mixture together 

with your hands in a figure-of-eight motion until it forms a 

dough. You can freeze the dough at this point. 

Roll the dough into walnut-sized balls and place them 

slightly apart from each other on a baking sheet (you don’t 

need to butter or line it). Flatten the balls a little with the 

palm of your hand and bake them in the oven for around 

10-12 mins until they are golden brown and slightly firm on

top. Leave the cookies on a cooling rack for around 15 mins

before serving.

Please find attached 2 recipes that are both easy and fun for children to do. 

We look forward to new adventures in learning in the summer term...and lots of sunshine! 

This Easter season we pray you will be blessed with good health, cheerful moments and hope for a bright future. 

www.kingsolomonibs.com E: admin@kingsolomonibs.com

https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/make-a-referral
https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/make-a-referral
tel:08082000247



