
 

Year 10 Students Interview with The Hon. 

Robert E. Levy, OJ, CD, 

Hon. LLD, MA 

Chairman The Jamaica 

Broilers Group of 

Companies  

(The Caribbean’s Largest Poultry Processors) 

Thank you for your invitation to inspire and inform the next 

generation of entrepreneurs. I saw your questions and 

thought it may be better if I 

share my testimony and try 

and answer the questions 

along with some lessons I 

have learnt.  

I grew up as a child in the 
1940s with dyslexia and very 
accident-prone. In other 
words a problem child.  
 
I dropped-out of school and 
went straight to work with 

my uncle.   
 
In the fifties my father started the poultry business in 
Jamaica, at that time the only chickens sold were live birds 
from the outdoor markets. I started working for him and it 
was very demanding work so it had me fully occupied.  
 
In 1970 at the age of thirty, I had everything a young man 
could want; a beautiful wife, two children, a new house, 
two of the best cars that money could buy.  
        
But Yet! Unhappy, arrogant, foul mouthed and a poor role 
model. 
 
HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE? 
 
Having every material thing and unhappy in my soul? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In one of my rages, I told my father I was resigning (What a 
fool!). 
 
I had no education, everything I had belonged to the 
company the house, cars and salary!  
 
While working my notice I struggled with God for two 
months, till the day I was leaving and I locked my office 
door and said to God “I am not coming out of here till I 
hear from You!” 
  
It was as if God appeared to me through the very wall of 
the office and said “Robert how can I have anything to 
do with your life unless it belongs to Me!”  
 
I got on my knees and said, “LORD, I don’t know where this 
body is going but today I hand it over to you.” (Of course, I 
learnt in time it was He that gave His body for me).  
 
This was a spiritual experience where I knew God heard me 
and a peace came over me where I knew He would lead 
me.  
 
I left my father’s company `Jamaica Broilers` and gave up 
the house, car, income and protection I had grown up 
with.  
 

God brought some wonderful Godly men into my 
life that taught me from the Bible but more 
taught me how to read the bible daily for myself.   
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The first book I ever read cover to cover was the Bible at 
30 years old. The Bible (or His Word) has changed me and 
made me  who and what I am today.  

 His word has taught me how to love and cherish 
my wife 

 His word has taught me how to love and direct my 
children 

 His word has taught me how to love and respect 
others, sometimes those that are hard to like 

 His word has taught me how to lead men and 
women in business  

 
I have read the Bible from beginning to end over 20 times 
and I still read it every day.  
 
I left my father’s business `Jamaica Broilers` and started a 
real estate development company. 
 
Below are just some bullet points each has a story 
of its own: 
 

 I went through very hard times and I had 
to ask my father for help. He embraced 
me  

 

 We moved out of Kingston the capital 
city of Jamaica to Mandeville a much 
smaller town.  

 

 For four years my wife (Judy) and I were 
considering becoming Missionaries.  
 

 I was involved in developing an office building and 
ran out of money; I couldn’t afford to buy food. 
Nobody knew of our situation.  But God sent 
people to our door with food for three weeks!  

  

 
 
My family and I returned to Kingston and engaged in a 
business contract with my father’s company (Jamaica 
Broilers) to build a new poultry farm. Despite my dyslexia 
God equipped me in using the computer that I was able to 
draft all the financial planning for the company.  
 
When my father died, I rejoined the company in a senior 
position then became president and during that time 

attended Harvard University on a course (OPM) for 
Presidents of companies worth $100 million US dollars.  
I really learnt so much but had to filter the bad language 
that flow so freely in those circles.  
 

Let me answer a few questions that are 
not addressed above 
 

Q: How did I access finance to start the 
business?  
A: In accessing finance, you must have a business plan! Let 
me inject, it is imperative that a business plan Must start 
with the Market. What is the market for the product? In 
addition, what advantage does your product have? Must 
start with the Market!  
 
Ok. When Jamaica Broilers started, the only way you could 

buy a chicken was live in the open market, 1950. My 
dad started importing plucked chickens from the US 
and had great success,   
he then made a decision to start producing them 
locally.  
 
Dad and two other gentlemen put up £5,000 
each.  Then with a business plan, they went to a bank 
and got a loan.  
 

The operation started so very small, hand picking 50 
chickens a day. In Jamaica, we now process 150,000 per 
day!  
 

NEVER WORRY ABOUT STARTING SMALL! 
 

Q: Does my faith impact my decisions? 
A: Our operation in Miami sells hatching eggs and poultry 
equipment throughout the Caribbean and Central 
America.  Some years ago, one of our biggest customers out 
of Trinidad approached us about over invoicing and putting 
the extra cash in a US account.  I SAID NO WAY! 
  
He warned that he could move the business. To which he 
did!  The impact was quite significant but we continued to 
prosper.  
 

Q: Did you ever face a problem where you 
thought of giving up?  
22A: Both at Jamaica Broilers (JB) and on my own there 
were times where we thought it was the end.   
 
At JB, I remember when my father wanted to engage 
farmers to grow the chickens on a commercial basis he 
called a meeting with some 200 farmers and put the plan to 
them. 
They would build the house; JB would put in 
the baby chicks and all the feed and then at 
maturity take them back at a contracted 
price.  
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Not one farmer signed up! 
 
That’s why we had to start so small.  
 
As we have seen the Jamaica market mature and the 
growth rate of the company slow down and JB controlling 
70% of the market (hotels, fast foods, supermarkets) the 
company under the direction of Chris our eldest son and 
our youngest son Stephen President of the group and 
President of United States operations respectively; have 
expanded greatly in US and Haiti.  
 

 
 
In Haiti, we produce table eggs, this operation was going 
very well but recently political and social instability have 
affected the operations significantly.  
 
In the US, we have for many years been producing hatching 
eggs, and selling into the Caribbean and South and Central 
America.  
 
The US operations have expanded significantly and we have 
purchased five poultry operations over the last six years. 
We are now the largest commercial producer of hatching 
eggs and baby chicks in the United States!  
 
This is a small percentage of the US poultry market as the 
large producers Tyson, Perdue and others control 80%. 
Small operators of which we are one have the remaining 
20%.  
 
What is of real interest all the operations we have 
purchased have all been operations where: 
 

 The founders are ready to retire  

 The next generation are not really interested in 
taking over  

 and where the founder wants to see the culture of 
what he has built maintained.  

 
With the strong Christian culture of JB, we have been  the 
preferred buyer, at times even when our price  is below 
other bidders.  
 
 
 

 

In closing there are two takeaways that I 
hope register deep! The first spiritual the 
other practical.  
 
God’s word has been given to us to lead us 
in all walks of life! feed on it every 
morning and you will be successful in life (i 
never said rich) 
 
Business is all about a market and a 
supplier  
know and understand the market you 
want to supply! That is why every business 
plan must start with the market! 
 

 

Jamaican Broilers Distribution Lorry 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris and Stephen Levy  

Kingston Jamaica the home 

of Jamaica Broilers  

The Lord Has Blessed Us! 



This current pandemic is causing 

many people of all ages worry, 

anxiety, and uncertainties about the future. We are 

not immune from the emotional impact that the 

current situation is having on our Mental Health.  If 

you, a friend or relative are experiencing mental 

health problems and need emergency treatment, you 

should contact your General Practitioner (GP) in the 

first instance.  

  Other support lines are as below: 

• Samaritans on Free phone 116 123 - 

open 24 hours 

• SANELINE on 0300 304 7000 - open 

6pm - 11pm every day 

• For children aged between 0-25 

please contact 

• Forward Think Birmingham- 0300 300 

0099  

• Young people and parents can also 

self-refer online, please visit:  
• https://www.forwardthinkingbirming

ham.org.uk/make-a-referral   

Please do not suffer in silence, please seek help as 

soon as possible. 

COVID-19. The sound of that is now filling us all 

with a huge range of emotions. Fear, uncertainty, 

frustration and disbelief to name but a few.  We want 

to tell you to be reassured. We want you to know that 

there are people out there in the world, still doing the 

jobs that need to be done.  They are risking 

themselves getting sick so that people can be treated 

if ill can still eat, have electricity and water. People 

who most need it are being supported.  

Work in domestic 

abuse services is a vital 

front line service to help 

protect those that need 

protecting. Vulnerable 

people in self-isolation 

are facing the prospect of 

being forced to stay 

inside and may not feel 

safe. Please know that we are still out here working to 

be there for you.  If you need help please  

Call the 24-Hour National Domestic Abuse 

Helpline: 0808 2000 247 

We are all in this together. Look out for each other. 

Drop some shopping on a neighbour’s doorstep if you 

know they are having a tough time. Send out a 

message to people you know saying you’re available 

for a chat if they are lonely.  

If you need help there are people out there to help 

you, stay connected and stay safe  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

On Monday 12th March, Commonwealth Day was 

celebrated across the 53 nations that make up 

the Commonwealth. Birmingham was no exception; the 

city saw an enthusiastic display of events and ceremonies 

throughout the day including a flag raising ceremony at 

the Council House in Victoria Square. King Solomon Pupils 

and staff were pleased to be invited to the prestigious 

event. In attendance were civic dignitaries and faith 

leaders from the City.  

Dr Beverley  
Lyndsey Vice Lord-
Lieutenant 
 
The Right Rev. D 
Urquhart 
Bishop of 
Birmingham 
 
Mr Brooks  
King Solomon 
International 
Business School 
 
Faith & Civic  
Leaders 
 

Common  

Wealth Day  

Celebration  

Birmingham 

 

4 

https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/make-a-referral
https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.org.uk/make-a-referral


 

Online, confidential one-to-

one prayer support or just 

a listening ear during these 

challenging times. 

Available daily each week 

at agreed times.  Notify us 

via chaplaincy email or by 

staff referral.   

chaplains@kingsolomonibs.com  

Mondays and Wednesdays 10am – Pastor Doreen 
Tuesdays and Thursdays  10am – Pastor Maureen 

Tuesday & Wednesday  - Collective Worship  

Tuesdays 
o Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://zoom.us/j/91098861919?

pwd=bkMvYkpuYUVhU2JXd0p1dE

1zbzE5QT09 

o Meeting ID: 910 9886 1919 

o Password: 5B0EUY 

Wednesdays 
o Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://zoom.us/j/95950817418?

pwd=V1c3Z2JtaTBlUVZ4R3JWaVB

EUDJEQT09 

o Meeting ID: 959 5081 7418 

o Password: 8EdrqD 

Parents Prayer Meeting 

o Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://zoom.us/j/99708100629?

pwd=N1ZmclpTM3h5SGdxRmlZZF

pqTml1Zz09 

o Meeting ID: 997 0810 0629 

o Password: 8SWrDt 

 

 

 

 

  
 

On 3rd April, 

Ofqual published 

information and 

guidance for schools & colleges, students and 

parents on awarding grades this 

summer.( https://www.gov.uk/government/publicati

ons/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 )  

Please read this carefully. 

 Highlights include: 

1. How will grades be calculated? 

The school will be asked to send exam boards 

two pieces of information for each of your 

subjects, based on what they know about your 

work and achievements: 

• the grade we believe you were most likely to 

get if teaching, learning and exams had happened 

as planned 

• within each subject, the order of students at 

our school, by performance, for each grade. This 

information will be used to standardise 

judgements – allowing fine tuning of the standard 

applied across schools and colleges 

The school will consider a range of things like 

your classwork and homework; your results in 

assignments and any mock exams; any non-exam 

assessment or coursework you might have done; 

and your general progress during your course. 

2. Can I see the grades my school submits for 

me? 

No, this information is confidential. Please don’t 

ask your teachers or anyone else at the school, to 

tell you the grades they will be sending to the 

exam boards or where they have placed you in 

the order of students; we will not be allowed to 

share this with you. 

3. When will I get my results? 

Examination results day will take place on 20th 

August for GCSE. 

 

 

 

Year 11 GCSE 2020 

Year 11 students should continue to take 

responsibility for their learning as they prepare 

to enter 6th Form or Further Education College 

and in some cases Exams in the autumn of this 

year. 
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Chaplaincy Challenges 

Creative Christian Card Designs – a new design featured 

each week.  Best designs will be produced for the school 

shop and featured on the school website. 

Creative Covid-19 Support Project – perhaps a project that 

can be used to raise finances or even produce PPE (personal 

protective equipment) for the NHS, a Care Home or small 

business. 
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When will schools reopen? 

There has been a lot of speculation in the media over 

the weekend about when schools may reopen. In 

response, the Secretary of State detailed five tests 

that the country would need to meet before schools 

could get “back to normal”. These are: 

1. First, we must protect the NHS’s ability to 

cope and be sure that it can continue to 

provide critical care and specialist treatment 

right across the whole of the UK.  

2. Second, we need to see the daily death rates 

from coronavirus coming down. 

3. Third, we need to have reliable data that 

shows the rate of infection is decreasing to 

manageable levels. 

4. Fourth, we need to be confident that testing 

capacity and personal protective equipment 

(PPE) are being managed, with supply able to 

meet not just today’s demand, but future 

demand. 

5. And, fifth, and perhaps most crucially, we 

need to be confident any changes we do 

make will not risk a second peak of 

infections. 

The Secretary of State was clear that we can think 

about getting more children into schools again only 

when the country has met these five essential points. 

He committed to working with the sector to consider 

how best to reopen schools, nurseries and colleges 

when the time is right. 

Our working assumption is that it will not be feasible 

for schools to reopen before the May half term, and 

teachers are planning the curriculum on this basis. If 

the situation changes, we will of course let you know. 

 

 

 

  

Lorna Campbell  
Parent College Co-

ordinator, 
As a member of the school staff still working to 

support the children of Key workers; I have no time to 

get bored or anxious. When I am not at school, I keep 

busy with my numerous creative activities; reading, 

writing, knitting and most recently sewing face masks 

for frontline workers. 

Fitting time in to exercise 

the body as well as the mind 

has also been essential, so 

stretches and walks are 

especially important.  

It is important to fit some time in for yourself no 

matter how short it may be. Rejuvenate your mind, 

body and spirit!  

So, what are you doing to occupy yourself 

during Lockdown? We would love to hear! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 GCSE 2020 Continued…  

The school is considering selling face from our new 
school shop. If you have any Ideas about other retail 
products we look forward to hearing your suggestions. 
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