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Primary Newsletter October 2019 
 
Please enjoy reading our October newsletter.  Thank you for your continued support during this busy 
half term.  Class Dojo has proved to be a very effective way of communicating and celebrating our 
successes. The Student Council and other Primary leaders are working hard to improve our school.  
The children have said that they are pleased with the enrichment clubs this term.  They have chosen 
the Christmas Nativity, Lights Camel Action and would like to run some stall and sell tickets to raise 
money for new playground equipment.  As always, we have an open-door policy so please do come 
and speak to member of staff if you have any questions or concerns. 

We would like to wish you all a safe and happy holiday.   
Mrs Kent and the Primary Team 
 

 
Rights Respecting Schools 

Unicef works with schools across the UK to create safe and inspiring places to learn, where children 
are respected, their talents are nurtured and they are able to thrive. 
Birmingham is leading the way with the award and over 170 schools are now engaging with this 
ground-breaking approach to safeguarding and promoting wellbeing.  King Solomon International 
Business School is working towards the Rights Respecting Schools Bronze Award.  We already 
have, together with other Rights Respecting schools in Birmingham, come together to celebrate their 
work by spreading awareness and knowledge of rights. Over 700 children and teachers who came 
together for a morning of performance, art and film onstage at the REP Theatre attended the         
celebration event.  
We have already, since September, had events in Primary which celebrate the Rights Respecting 
ethos of creating safe and inspiring places to learn, where children are respected, their talents are 
nurtured and they are able to thrive. Primary are aiming to embed these values in daily school life to 
give our children the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active citizens. 

Mrs Grannell 
 

 
HARVEST  
As usual, our Primary children and their families have collected a wealth of items for Birmingham 
City Mission. We are very blessed to be able to help our children to understand Harvest, the Fruit of 
the Spirit and charitable action in this very practical way.  

Birmingham City Mission relies on donations of non-perishable food and other essential goods to 
keep the food bank at its Resource Centre stocked to enable it to provide parcels to those who need 
help. Every year, BCM helps over a thousand people in this way. Our Harvest collection was greatly 
appreciated and will help BCM in their work with the homeless, elderly and others in need. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mrs Holdsworth 
 

 
VISIT TO SOUTHFIELDS FARM  
On Monday 7th October, children in Year 1 and 2 went to visit Southfields Farm. This helped them to 
understand and experience more about Harvest time and farm life during the autumn.  
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The children met the farmer, John Plumb, who took them around his farm and taught them many 
things including what different crops look like, how they are harvested, how a combine harvester 
works, how to make flour and how to look after a variety of farm animals.  
The children particularly enjoyed the hands-on experience with the different animals including     
holding chickens, grooming the ponies and even taking the goats for a walk. They also loved going 
on a trailer ride around the farm. 

Mrs Holdsworth 
 

Handwriting & Spelling 
You may ask yourself, what practical ways can I support my child? Here are a few quick tips to help 
handwriting development and improve spelling. A happy and positive environment plays a huge role 
in a child’s growth. Children feel encouraged and excited to try new things. As a result of this, 
children do not get discouraged when they make mistakes and are ready to try again. This is the 
perfect attitude required to work on handwriting and/or spellings. Children need a happy and positive 
environment at all times, and this includes writing time. If you wish to make writing time fun and 
exciting then ensure that the ambiance is perfect and positively stimulating the child. In order to 
develop the necessary physical and mental requirements, children must be encouraged to play 
games and solve puzzles. Enhancing fine motor skills will, in turn, help children write neatly as they 
will learn to hold a pencil properly, balance the book and page, maintain posture, and enhance 
dexterity, control, and coordination. Happy practicing!  
Mrs Rey 

Peckwood 2019 
What an amazing time we had at Peckwood last week! Although it was a huge difference to what we 
know and love, the children made us so proud as they stepped out of their comfort zones and 
explored the great outdoors. We had so much fun slipping, sliding, singing around the campfire and 
playing in the mud that we didn’t even notice that we didn’t watch any tv, or play computer games 
while we were there! Just nature and us! We were visited by Brother Martyn who lead us in songs 
and evening worship, then on the following night, Pastor Doreen and Pastor Maureen were our 
awesome judges for ‘King Solomon’s Got Talent!’. Our final evening meal was served to the children 
at ‘Restaurant a la Peckwood’. We enjoyed a 3 course Italian meal with a great atmosphere and 
good company. The children learnt how to use good manners and were taught about etiquette when 
dining out. Despite our fear of spiders, we had an absolutely fabulous time and cannot wait for the 
next King Solomon Primary Residential! #peckwood2019 
Mrs Rey, Mr Rai, Miss Shoker, Mrs Bailey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science at King Solomon 
It’s been a busy few weeks at King Solomon as we have been celebrating SPACE week. From 
Reception to Year 4, we have been researching planets, making rockets and learning how we can 
protect our planet, Earth. We launched the week with a special assembly, Kate from The Primary 
Science Teaching Trust came to teach us about Newton's third law: For every action, there is an 
equal and opposite reaction. We watched a video of SpaceX blasting into space, then we had a go 
at launching some rockets in assembly. We found out that the more compressed the air the further 
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the rocket would go. During the week we learned more about astronauts and how they live on The 
International Space Station. We found out that they need to exercise every day to keep their bodies 
strong and healthy. We learnt more about Planet Earth and how our planet is changing due to 
climate change. We watched a video of Greta Thunberg and her impassioned speech about how we 
are negatively impacting our environment. But what can we do to help? We talked about reducing, 
reusing and recycling and setting a good example to those around us. We even demonstrated how 
easy it is to pollute water but how hard it is to reverse the damage.   
Miss Jackson 
 

 
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Computer Science Club  
This term in Computer Science club children learnt to use Scratch 2 and they have been using this 
software to learn all about coding. They began by creating a character and used coding skills to 
move their character. They then created their own small story by designing their own character, 
backdrop and vehicle; the children really enjoyed this activity. After this, children progressed onto 
creating their own dancing game using Scratch 2. After half term, we will be using the software 
python to learn how to programme. The children are excited for this.  
A word from some of the members of Computer Science Club; 
“My favourite part of computer science club was creating my own story because it was on Scratch 2” 
– Nathaniel Year 3 
“I really like computer science club because it is fun and I have learnt so much about computers.”- 
Ayden Year 3 
“I really enjoy computer science club because I get to learn new things that I did not know before like 
coding. Learning to code was the best part of Computer Science club!”- Zemari Year 4 
Miss Shoker 
 
Great learning in Year 2  
This term we visited the farm as part of our enrichment programme. We had so much fun and farmer 

John taught us lots of things about life on a farm. 
Today we…. 
•  Learnt how wheat is turned into flour (we even got to grind the flour using 3 different techniques) 
•  Played a game to find out which seeds belonged to which plants. 

•  Went on a tractor ride around the farm 
•  Made a human combine harvester  

•  Fed some sheep 
•  Had a worm hunt competition 
•  Cuddled, fed, stroked, brushed and walked lots of animals, we even met Al, a 5-week-old Alpaca. 

Miss Jackson 
  

 

Primary Dates for Autumn 2 
November 
Fri 8th – PSP Coffee morning – 09.00 – 10.00 
Fri 8th – Parent Clinic – 2.00 – 3.30 
Mon 11th – Anti-Bullying Week 
Thurs 14th – Parents Evening (By appointment) 
Thurs 21st – Headteacher Coffee Evening* 
Fri 27th – Open Classroom* 
 

December 

Fri 6th – PSP coffee morning – 09.00 – 10.00 
Fri 6th – Parent clinic - 2.00 – 3.30 
Weds 11th AM – Nativity Dress Rehearsal 
Thurs 12th – Nativity (9.15am) 
Fri 13th – Christmas Jumper Day (Wear your favourite Christmas Jumper) 
Tues 17th- Pupil Progress Meetings 
Thurs 19th – Celebration Assembly 
Fri 20th – End of Term (12.00pm) 
 

*All workshops are at 2.30 – 3.30 
* Open Classroom 8.30 – 9.30 
* Head of Primary coffee Morning 9.00 – 10.00 
* Head Teacher Coffee Evening 5.00 – 6.00 
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Den Building 
After learning more about how to protect our own habitat we had fun making our own dens. We had 
to experiment through trial and error the best ways to secure our dens and to fit everyone in. We 
worked in our teams to make the strongest structure we could, they fell or broke many times, but we 
persevered and even joined with other teams to improve our dens. At the end we all got cosy in our 
dens and enjoyed some marshmallows and popcorn.   
Miss Jackson 

 

Year 4 Love for learning  
Here in primary, we are LOVING delving into history this half term. In Year 4, we are learning about 
World War 2 and the impact it had on life for here in the UK. Next half term, we will be looking at the 
roles of other nations and communities in the conflict and we are excited to unearth some of the    
unsung heroes and the untold stories that lie within this time period. In Year 3, we have been looking 
at the life of Tutankhamen and Ancient Egypt and have found out some fascinating (and                 
occasionally yucky!) facts! Mummification was NOT enjoyable! Years 2 and 1 have been studying 
the Great Fire of London and have been learning about key dates and figures from this time such as 
Samuel Pepys. 
Throughout primary, we have been exploring Black History Month, continuing the year-round          

examination into the lives and experiences of individuals, as well as discussing historical events and 
how we can continue to help improve equality in our society. Some of the amazing individuals we 
have looked at so far are Katherine Johnson, Usain Bolt, Mae Jemison, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther 
King Jnr and Barack Obama. 
Mrs Bailey 
 

Outdoor Learning 

Our year 1 pupils have been learning to Link what they hear and read to their own experiences 
whilst using their five senses. This week the pupils have enjoyed engaging in an outdoor English 
lesson where they have been unpicking poetry.  

As a class we are currently looking at a piece of poetry titled ‘Wind Ways’ by Judith Nicolls. 

The children have learnt to use poetic and descriptive words alongside their imagination. During our 
outdoor learning session, each pupil was able to answer the following questions in relation to the 
weather:- 

• What can you see / hear / feel / smell / taste? 

Miss King 
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