
 

 

Work your way through the activities in this booklet. Ensure your work is kept neat and tidy. If you are stuck 

on a particular activity or question, leave it and return to it once you have finished the rest. The following 

activities have been designed to help you retrieve knowledge from A Christmas Carol.  

 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

IF THIS IS THE ANSWER, WHAT’S THE QUESTION? 
In the grid are a series of answers. Their questions are missing. Consider the answers and then write the 

question you would need to ask in order to elicit them. Answers cover Stave One and Two of ‘A Christmas 

Carol’.   

Question 
 

Answer 

 
 
 

1. Parsimonious.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

2. It symbolises the fact 
Scrooge cannot see his 
responsibility to the poor. 
 

 
 
 

3. They represent sins 
committed in the name of 
gain and greed. 
 

 
 
 

4. Redemption and hope. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5. The characters save 
Scrooge from the harsh 
world he is a part of. 
  

 
 
 

6. He teaches Scrooge his 
responsibilities towards his 
employees. 
 

Extra Challenge – These answers are a little more specific! 

 7. A ‘golden’ idol. 
 
 

 8. Familial love. 
 
 

 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: HOMEWORK BOOKLET 1 



ACTIVITY 1: STAVE 1 RETRIEVAL (1) 
Read the extract from Stave One of ‘A Christmas Carol’ and answer the questions that follow as annotations. 

In this extract, Fred invites Scrooge to Christmas dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't be cross, uncle!" said the nephew. 

"What else can I be," returned the uncle, "when I 
live in such a world of fools as this?  Merry 
Christmas!  Out upon merry Christmas!  What's 
Christmas time to you but a time for paying bills 
without money; a time for finding yourself a year 
older, but not an hour richer; a time for 
balancing your books and having every item in 
'em through a round dozen of months presented 
dead against you?  If I could work my will," said 
Scrooge indignantly, "every idiot who goes about 
with 'Merry Christmas' on his lips, should be 
boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a 
stake of holly through his heart.  He should!" 

"Uncle!" pleaded the nephew. 

"Nephew!" returned the uncle, sternly, "keep 
Christmas in your own way, and let me keep it in 
mine." 

"Keep it!" repeated Scrooge's nephew.  "But you 
don't keep it." 

"Let me leave it alone, then," said 
Scrooge.  "Much good may it do you!  Much 
good it has ever done you!" 

"There are many things from which I might have 
derived good, by which I have not profited, I dare 
say," returned the nephew.  "Christmas among 
the rest.  But I am sure I have always thought of 
Christmas time, when it has come round -- apart 
from the veneration due to its sacred name and 
origin, if anything belonging to it can be apart 
from that -- as a good time: a kind, forgiving, 
charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know 
of, in the long calendar of the year, when men 
and women seem by one consent to open their 
shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people 
below them as if they really were fellow-
passengers to the grave, and not another race of 
creatures bound on other journeys.  And 
therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap 
of gold or silver in my pocket, I believe that 
it has done me good, and will do me good; and I 
say, God bless it!" 

The clerk in the tank involuntarily applauded: 
becoming immediately sensible of the 
impropriety, he poked the fire, and extinguished 
the last frail spark for ever. 

 

1. Why does Fred appear in the 

novella? What qualities of 

Scrooge’s are highlighted by Fred? 

2. What, according to Scrooge, 

does Christmas do to peoples’ 

financial situation? 

3. Why does Scrooge never refer 

to Fred by his name? 

4. What kind of character is Fred 

in this extract? 

5. According to Fred, Christmas is 

the only time ‘in the long calendar 

year’ when people ‘open their 

shut-up hearts freely’. What does 

this tell the reader about the 

attitudes of society during the rest 

of the year? 

6. What can we infer about Bob 

Cratchit’s (the clerk) hope and 

why? 



ACTIVITY 2: STAVE 1 RETRIEVAL (2) 
Read the following extract from Stave One and complete the activities that follow. 

Consider the following ‘big ideas’. Explain how each idea appears in this moment of the text. One has been 
done for you. 

Kingship: Duncan is presented as a weak king in this scene. The fact he has to ask the Captain what                    

is happening in the battle shows how distanced he is from events. His weakness is also revealed by                   

the fact Scotland is being invaded. He may be a kind, trusting man but this makes his kingship very                 

fragile. 

“It is required of every man," the Ghost returned, "that the spirit within him should walk abroad among his fellowmen, and travel far 
and wide; and if that spirit goes not forth in life, it is condemned to do so after death.  It is doomed to wander through the world -- 
oh, woe is me! -- and witness what it cannot share, but might have shared on earth, and turned to happiness!" 

Again the spectre raised a cry, and shook its chain and wrung its shadowy hands. 

"You are fettered," said Scrooge, trembling.  "Tell me why?" 

"I wear the chain I forged in life," replied the Ghost. "I made it link by link, and yard by yard; I girded it on of my own free will, and of 
my own free will I wore it.  Is its pattern strange to you?" 

Scrooge trembled more and more. 

"Or would you know," pursued the Ghost, "the weight and length of the strong coil you bear yourself?  It was full as heavy and as 
long as this, seven Christmas Eves ago.  You have laboured on it, since. It is a ponderous chain!" 

Scrooge glanced about him on the floor, in the expectation of finding himself surrounded by some fifty or sixty fathoms of iron 
cable: but he could see nothing. 

"Jacob," he said, imploringly.  "Old Jacob Marley, tell me more.  Speak comfort to me, Jacob!" 

"I have none to give," the Ghost replied.  "It comes from other regions, Ebenezer Scrooge, and is conveyed by other ministers, to 
other kinds of men.  Nor can I tell you what I would.  A very little more, is all permitted to me.  I cannot rest, I cannot stay, I cannot 
linger anywhere.  My spirit never walked beyond our counting-house -- mark me! -- in life my spirit never roved beyond the narrow 
limits of our money-changing hole; and weary journeys lie before me!" 

 

 

Power: 

Responsibility: 

The Supernatural:  

Society: Marley speaks to Scrooge of the importance of recognising the role he plays in improving                  

society. Scrooge is only interested in self-preservation. This means he looks after himself to ensure                                

his position in society will not change. He should, however, be supporting others in society that are                                       

in desperate need of help. Only then can society be saved.  

Redemption: 



ACTIVITY 3: STAVE 1 RETRIEVAL (3) 
Complete analysis on the following quotations. One has been done for you. 

 

 

‘It was cold, bleak, biting weather.’ 

 

 

 
‘The door of Scrooge's counting-house was open that he might keep his eye upon his clerk, 

who in a dismal little cell beyond, a sort of tank, was copying letters.’ 
 

 

 

 

 

‘Meanwhile the fog and darkness thickened.’ 

 

 

  

 

‘The chain he drew was clasped about his middle.’ 

 

 

 

 

‘At this the spirit raised a frightful cry, and shook its chain with… a dismal and appalling 

noise.’ 

 

 

This suggests the chain is wrapped tightly around 

Marley. He cannot escape his sins no matter how 

hard he tries. 

Chain – connotations of 

imprisonment and restriction. 

Suggests weight. Marley is being weighed 

down by this physical reminder of his sins. 

Are Marley’s chains suffocating him? 



1. Why is the Ghost of Christmas Past a source of light? What does light represent in the novella? 

2. The Ghost of Christmas Past takes Scrooge to see himself as a schoolboy. Why are we taken 

to see a lonely and isolated Scrooge before anything else? How does Dickens want us to feel 

for him? Why is this important for the rest of the chapter? 

3. Next, Scrooge is taken to see Fezziwig. Why must Scrooge visit Fezziwig? Why do we 

see Scrooge’s life as an apprentice at Fezziwig’s BEFORE we see Belle, Scrooge’s 

fiancée, breaking up with him? 

4. Belle ends her relationship with Scrooge. Why? 

5. Finally, Scrooge is taken to see Belle’s family. Why is this the last thing we see 

before the Ghost of Christmas Past disappears?   

ACTIVITY 4: STAVE 2 RETRIEVAL 
Consider the timeline of Stave Two events below. Complete the questions posed as annotations. Each 
question has been planned to help you think about why Dickens structures Stave Two in the way he does. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITY 5: STAVE 2 RETRIEVAL (2) 
Read the extract from the end of Stave Two below and complete the activites that follow. In this extract, 
Scrooge has been taken to see his ex-fiancée, Belle, with her family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Belle," said the husband, turning to his wife with a 
smile, "I saw an old friend of yours this afternoon." 

"Who was it?" 

"Guess!" 

"How can I? Tut, don't I know," she added in the 
same breath, laughing as he laughed. "Mr. Scrooge." 

"Mr. Scrooge it was. I passed his office window; and 
as it was not shut up, and he had a candle inside, I 
could scarcely help seeing him. His partner lies upon 
the point of death, I hear; and there he sat alone. 
Quite alone in the world, I do believe." 

"Spirit!" said Scrooge in a broken voice, "remove me 
from this place." 

"I told you these were shadows of the things that 
have been," said the Ghost. "That they are what they 
are, do not blame me!" 

"Remove me!" Scrooge exclaimed, "I cannot bear it!" 

He turned upon the Ghost, and seeing that it looked 
upon him with a face, in which in some strange way 
there were fragments of all the faces it had shown 
him, wrestled with it. 

"Leave me! Take me back. Haunt me no longer!" 

In the struggle, if that can be called a struggle in 
which the Ghost with no visible resistance on its own 
part was undisturbed by any effort of its adversary, 
Scrooge observed that its light was burning high and 
bright; and dimly connecting that with its influence 
over him, he seized the extinguisher-cap, and by a 
sudden action pressed it down upon its head. 

The Spirit dropped beneath it, so that the 
extinguisher covered its whole form; but though 
Scrooge pressed it down with all his force, he could 
not hide the light, which streamed from under it, in 
an unbroken flood upon the ground. 

He was conscious of being exhausted, and overcome 
by an irresistible drowsiness; and, further, of being 
in his own bedroom. He gave the cap a parting 
squeeze, in which his hand relaxed; and had barely 
time to reel to bed, before he sank into a heavy 
sleep. 

 

1. Explain what is happening in this extract on a LITERAL level. (What is 

happening at this moment?) 

 

 

 

 

2. Explain what is happening in this extract on a METAPHORICAL level. 

(What language can you pick out to discuss? What is the significance of 

the language Dickens uses?) 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain what is happening in this extract on a SYMBOLIC level. (What 

is the wider significance of the extract? What can we link it to elsewhere 

in the novella and why?) 

 

 

 

 

Extension: Highlight what you think is the most important line in this 

extract and explain your choice in this box. 

 

 

 

 



EXTENSION: WHAT ELSE? 
1. What else do you know about Staves One and Two of ‘A Christmas Carol’ that this booklet didn’t cover? 
Dump your remaining knowledge of these chapters in the space below. You may present this how you like as 
long as it is clear and easy to follow. 

OR 

2. Extra Challenge: Out of Staves One and Two, which chapter is the most important? Explain why in full 
sentences, using quotations in your response. Discuss Dickens’s authorial intent in your answer and use the tier 
2 vocabulary we have learnt in class. 

 

Finished everything? 

Go back to the extract on Marley’s ghost in this booklet and answer the following question: In this extract, Marley’s ghost talks 

about the importance of responsibility. Explore how the importance of responsibility is presented elsewhere in the novel.  


