
Year 8 Developmental Homework Term 1: Animal Farm 
 

Expectation: students in Year 8 should choose and complete one homework task from the list allocated below weekly.  

This should be shared with their class teacher during their last lesson of the week. 

TASK 1 

Research 

Find out why these historical 

figures were important: 

• Karl Marx, 

• Vladimir Lenin, 

• Joseph Stalin,  

• Leon Trotsky,  

• Winston Churchill, 

• Theodore Roosevelt 

Create an informative 

PowerPoint presentation 

outlining your findings. 

TASK 2 

Vocabulary 

Write 6 sentences which 

use the following words: 

  

• Tyrant 

• Scandal 

• Corrupt 

• Betrayal 

• Manipulation 

• Naivete  

 

TASK 3 

Creative Writing 

Using Old Major’s words 

as an inspiration, write a 

speech to inspire your 

fellow students to revolt 

against teachers. 

 

 

 

TASK 4 

Research:  

Find out about the book 

‘1984’ and why George 

Orwell wrote it. 

 

Create an informative 

PowerPoint 

presentation outlining 

your findings. 

TASK 5 

Poster 

Create a propaganda 

poster based on the battle 

of the Cowshed. You need 

to use slogan and imagery: 

Slogan: the animals are 

manipulated through 

slogans: simplistic phrases 

designed to brainwash the 

reader. 

Imagery: a strong picture 

should be used alongside 

the slogan. 

 

VOCABULARY 

 

1. Totalitarianism 

2. Dictatorship 

3. Idealist 

4. Allegory 

5. Propaganda 

6. Inequality 

7. Oppressed 

8. Tormented 

9. Uprising 

10. Overthrow 

Challenge: Note 

the definitions of our 

key vocabulary, listed 

above. Then create a 

sentence that 

includes each word. 

Teacher signature Teacher signature Teacher signature Teacher signature Teacher signature 

TASK 6 

Research: What was the 

Russian Revolution? 

Create an informative poster to 

inform year 6 students about the 

revolution. 

 

 

TASK 7 

Writing a letter 

Write an anonymous 

letter from one of the 

rebel pigs, who wishes to 

convince the other 

animals to overthrow 

Napoleon. 

Vocabulary to include: 

dictator, maltreatment, 

exploitation, sabotage, 

audacity, liberation. 

TASK 8 

Research  

Many dictators use show 

trials. How do show 

trials help their 

governments stay in 

power? 

 

Write a detailed 

paragraph answering this 

question. 

TASK 9 

Writing Description 

Look back through the 

novel and compile a list 

of adjectives to describe 

Boxer. 

 

 

TASK 10 

Create a Book Cover 

Create a book cover for 

the novel that captures its 

spirit and key themes. 

 

Consider: 

- colours 

- symbols 

- images 
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Year 8 Developmental Homework Term 2: Contemporary Issues 
Expectation: students in Year 8 should choose and complete one homework task from the list allocated below weekly.  

This should be shared with their class teacher during their last lesson of the week. 

 

TASK 1 

Leaflet 

Create a leaflet that 

persuades young people 

to do more to help in 

their local community. 

- Think about using a range 

of presentational features 

(colours, fonts, images). 

*Don’t forget to use 

persuasive language to 

engage your audience. 

TASK 2 

Research  

Research an endangered 

animal of your choice.  

-Find out about where it 

lives, their usual diet, their 

relationships with other 

animals etc. 

-Why are they endangered? 

Find out- there are often 

several reasons.  

-Also find out what is being 

done to try and help them. 

TASK 3 
Review 

Conservation projects are 

vital in protecting endangered 

species. Use the site below 

to find out about the 

different projects at Chester 

zoo: 

http://www.chesterzoo.org/c

onservation-and-research  

Then, produce a short 

written review of your 

research of how Chester zoo 

is helping endangered species 

through conservation 

projects. 

TASK 4 
Research  

What does it mean when foods 

are marked as organic? 

 

How are organic foods different 

to non-organic? 

 

In what ways is organic farming 

better for farm animals? 

 

Your research must be in your 

own words. 

TASK 5 
Scrutiny  

Find 3 different adverts - they 

can be printed, from a 

website or what you’ve found 

in libraries, free newspapers 

etc. 

For each, decide what the 

GAP is for each and record 

the information.  

G: genre (will be an advert) 

A: audience - who is it aimed 

at? 

P: purpose - what is it trying 

to do? 

VOCABULARY 

 

Mental health - 

this includes our 

emotional, 

psychological, and 

social well-being. 

 

Feminism - the 

belief in social, 

economic, and 

political equality of 

the sexes. 

 

Self- Esteem –  

confidence in one's 

own worth or 

abilities. 

 

Cyberbullying - 

The act of bullying 

someone through 

electronic means 

 

Challenge:  

Create a sentence 

that includes each 

word. 
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TASK 6 

Letter 
Imagine you work for 

WWAP - a wildlife charity - 

as the head of fundraising.  

Write a letter, to be sent to 

all households, informing 

them about the work the 

WWAP does and asking 

them to donate money. 

*Remember to write 

formally and professionally. 

TASK 7 
Research 

Slogans and logos are 

important features of 

nonfiction texts. 

 

Research and draw the logos 

of five different companies 

and write the slogans that go 

with them. 

TASK 8 
Definition 

Provide a definition for each 

of the following words:  

 1. fact 

 2. opinion 

 3. biased 

 4. objective 

 5. subjective 

 6. anecdote 

TASK 9 
Mind map 

Create a mind map that covers 

all the different types of media 

that we come across in our 

daily lives. 

Now use a highlighter to 

underline those that you think 

have the most impact on you. 

TASK 10 
Creative 

Design an activity, to be used 

in lesson, that helps students 

understand the different 

between fact and opinion. 

It can be a PowerPoint, a 

worksheet, a written task- 

anything you like that you 

think will help get your 

classmates learning! 
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Year 8 Developmental Homework Term 3: Sherlock Holmes 
 

Expectation: students in Year 8 should choose and complete one homework task from the list allocated below weekly.  

This should be shared with their class teacher during their last lesson of the week. 

TASK 1 

Webquest (Part 1): 

1. What 3 items did SH never leave house 

without? 

2. Find 3 famous quotes from SH stories. 

3. Name at least 4 of SH’s famous cases 

that he solved 

4. What was SH famous address and when 

did he start to live there? 

5. Does the address still exist? Provide 

evidence of your findings. 

TASK 2 

Cluedo game challenge: 

Create your own board game 

themed around one of the 

Sherlock tales we have read. 

 

1. What is the aim of the game? 

2. What does the board look like 

(create your own). 

3. What are the rules of play? 

TASK 3 
Web quest (Part 2): 

1. Name only woman to impress 

SH in his lifetime and which story 

did she appear? 

2. What was the name of SH’s 

housekeeper? 

3. What is Dr Joseph Bell’s 

connection with SH? 

4. What musical instrument did 

SH like to play? 

5. In the SH story “The Silver 

Blaze” who or what was the 

murderer? 

TASK 4 
Artistic Talent 

Draw a picture of your favourite 

Sherlock Holmes character. 

 

*Add famous quotes from the 

character to your depiction. 

 

 

VOCABULARY 

 
• deduction – the process 

of reaching a decision by 

looking at the facts that are 

known.  

 

• scandal – a scandal is 

something that shocks 
people because they think it 

is morally wrong.  

 

• periodical/serial – books, 

magazines or other 

entertainment that are 

released on a regular basis.  

 

• introspective – when you 

examine your own 

thoughts, ideas, and feelings.  

 

• dual nature – Holmes has 

a dual nature: his quiet 

introspective side, and his 

manic detecting side.  

 

• fallible – someone who is 

fallible makes mistakes. 

Someone infallible is always 

right. Holmes seems 

infallible but Irene Adler 

proves that he is, in fact, 

fallible. 
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TASK 5 

Research: 
What are the ingredients of a detective 

story? Make a list of all rules you need to 

consider. 

Explain the meaning of the words: 

Infer 

Deduce 

How you can link these words to the detective 

genre. 

TASK 6 
Creative Writing 

Create your own riddle, see 

example below: 

 

“I am as light as a feather, yet no 

man can hold me for long”. 

 

 

 

 

TASK 7 
Research: 

What makes a good detective? 

Compare two/three the most 

famous detectives, consider: 

• Appearance 

• Methods 

• The most  

famous crimes  

they have  

solved 

TASK 8 
Creative Writing 

Write the first chapter of a 

Murder Mystery. 

Features to include: 

1. Pathetic fallacy (weather 

reflects the mood). 

2. Use 3 details about the setting. 

3. Give a sound clue. 

4. Give a smell clue. 

5. Give a visual clue. 

6. Refer to the character’s 

feelings/reactions. 
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Answer: I am your breath! 


