
Learning Objective:
To appreciate, support and 

understand Mrs Price’s
‘Save our Comma’ campaign. 

(To understand the importance of 
the comma)



Through sloppy usage and low standards on the 
internet in e-mail and now text messages we 
have made proper punctuation an endangered 
species Please support Mrs Prices campaign to 
save punctuation and especially the much 
loved innocent and beautiful little comma

Add punctuation where necessary:





Commas Save Lives

A panda walks into a café. He orders a sandwich, eats it, then draws a gun 
and fires two shots into the air.

"Why?" asks the confused waiter, as the panda makes towards the exit. 

The panda produces a badly punctuated wildlife manual and tosses it over 
his shoulder.

"I'm a panda," he says at the door. "Look it up.”

The waiter turns to the relevant entry and, sure enough, finds an 
explanation:

"Panda. Large black-and-white bear-like mammal, native to China. Eats, 
shoots and leaves.”

So, punctuation really does matter, even if it is only occasionally a matter 
of life and death.



The significance of incorrect comma usage



Punctuate the professor’s words above





Look at the following slides showing real 
examples of commas used incorrectly. 

Work out where the commas should 
have been placed.















Here are 5 ways to use commas

1. To separate items in a list:

I need to buy eggs milk lettuce and bread.

Apart from separating items in lists, can you 
think of other uses for commas? 



2. To separate parenthetical elements in a 
sentence.

In other words, separate any word or phrase from the rest of the 
sentence that is not essential to the sentence's meaning. This 
phrase usually provides extra information about the subject. Eg.

• My brother, a 26 year old male, is watching TV.

• Amy Rivers, my best friend, is going to the shops today.

• I am ready for my dad, a hard working man, to come home.

Your turn:

My mother on the other hand does not like chocolate.
The car a 1967 ford mustang is very fast.



3. Use a comma to separate direct speech or 
quoted elements from the rest of the sentence.

• “We need to buy more sugar,” she said, “before it runs out!” 

Your turn:

“I am tired” he muttered.

“If I don’t wake up in time” he whispered “I will be in trouble.”



4. Use a comma to separate dates and 
addresses

•Example:
•His home was in Paddington, West London.

My father was born on February 10th 1940.

I live on Station Road Small Heath.

We are moving to Normandy France.



5. Commas are used to separate 
several adjectives:

The rather old, dull-looking, badly-dressed, clumsy 
man is actually a real Prince.

Tip: As a general rule, if you can put the word ‘and’ or 
‘or’ between the adjectives, then the comma is 
appropriate. If you cannot, then the comma should 
be omitted.

Your turn: Marlon’s desk was brand new a brilliant 
white an absolute bargain from Ikea.



Punctuate the following extract from ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
by Daphne du Maurier

The wind came in gusts at times shaking the coach as it 
travelled round the bend of the road and in the exposed 
places on the high ground it blew with such force that the 
whole body of the coach trembled and swayed rocking 
between the high wheels like a drunken man The driver 
muffled in a great coat up to his ears bent almost double in 
his seat in an effort to gain shelter while the horses plodded 
to his command too broken by the wind to feel the whip 
that cracked above their heads while it swung between the 
numb fingers of the driver.



Punctuate the following extract from ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ by Charles Dickens

Near to the winter fire sat a beautiful young girl so like the last 
that Scrooge believed it was the same until he saw her now a 
comely matron sitting opposite her daughter. And now Scrooge 
looked on more attentively than ever when the master of the 
house having his daughter leaning fondly on him sat down with 
her and her mother at his own fireside and when he thought that 
such another creature quite as graceful and as full of promise 
might have called him Father his sight grew very dim indeed.
“Belle” said the husband turning to his wife with a smile “I saw an 
old friend of yours this afternoon.”
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